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a" : = EXEMPLIFY'D | . 
A a true but melancholy de of- 
the Life and Death of Mr. SYDENHAM, 
| (Son of the late Mr. SYDENHAM, Mer- 
chant in Briſtol) whoſe untimely End 
was occaſioned by the Arbitrary and _ 
cruel Treatment which he received 
from the Rebels, 5 from N 
Mancheſter to Derby : ONE, 15 
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| Same other authentic Inſtances of what . 
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a TY: "Thing here has 

ö been in the utmoſt "Cons 
"fuſion, ever ſince we had 
"the fad Misfortune of be- 
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| — ing viſited by thoſe infolent 


3 the Rebels. Ie; a Place;can 
ſhifer ſo much, only by the March of an 
and 


refrgining from a 
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(4) 
N what muſt be the Condition of a 
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ee Tl i were Beſte e 
clining Way, ye been reduced to * 
| Ez Private | Charity oF Briends, or 
nee ve Par iſhes: All. Bui Buſineſs 5 having 
| 23 either totally ly ſtopped, or lamenta- 
bly abridged, ever ſince theſe Mireants 
Bande l e dreadful Mic. 
| 18, uch a popul | 
Town'as Manchefer , hn 2, png 
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ah . ſaſfained By 
EffEcts and other. 

A 565 ter —— oh bean be 
Sekte ie them; but many 
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(s) 
of chem have been Sufferers by the uns 


ſortungte Effects of their too lively 
A pprehenſions: Some have been frigh- 
tened ſo as to , occafion Miſcarriages, 

and other Diſſaſters peculiar to the Sex, 
and even Death itſelf. An elderly Gen- 
| tle woman of my Acquaintance, whoſe 
Son was killed in the Action at Preſton- 
Pans, and who has a Daughter married 
to an Officer in the Corps quarter'd at 
Knotsford, was ſo terrified by a Report of 
a Detachment of the Rebels . h gone 
to that Town, whilſt the reſt were 
marching for this, that not being able to 
ſupport her Apprehenſions for the Con- 
ſequence of ſuch a Juncture, ſhe ſunk 
under the Weight of her Fears, and ex- 
pired about half an Hour before tie Van 
Guard of the Highlanders came into 
Manichefter. 

' Your old Friend Mr. /B——y had 12 
Highlanders and an Iriſh Officer billeted 
upon him. One of the former being diſ- 
fatisfied with the Supper which was pro- 
viding for himſelf and his Comrades, be- 
haved with great Inſolence to the Family; 

| 3 


(6) 
chreatning to ſcatter the Victuals about 
the Houſe, and to demoliſh the Kitchen 
Furniture. Mr. B-—y endeavoured to 
pacify the Fellow, but in vain; the 
Raſcal had drank a little too much Brandy 
to hear Reaſon. Mr, B-—y's Cholerick 
"Temper was now of great Diſadvantage 
to himſelf, for, upon his expreſſing ſome 
Reſentment of this Rebel's obſtinate ill 
Humour, four or five of the others roſe 
upon him, ſwearing they would burn his 
Houſe about his Ears if he preſumed ta 
talk diſreſpectively to their Companion, 
whom they ſtiled a Gentleman, and one 
of them ſtruck Mr. B——y on the Head 
with a Piſtol. This provoking our Friend 
beyond all Bounds, he ſeized on one of 
| (8 Broad Swords which lay on a 
Table, and ſtood on his Defence, crying 
qut vc Hell-Hounas, I fee you have a 
Mind to murder us all, but by G—d V 
will ſell my Life as dear as I can. Upon 
this the Officer interpoſing, try'd to ac- 
commodate Matters, but in vain: The 
undiſciplined Savages paying no Regard 
to any Aujhority but their ownInclinations. 
He 


(7) 
He that began the Quarrel ad a 


Stroke at Mr. B-—y, which the Officer 
put by with a Chair, and knock'd the 
Fellow down with the ſame Weapon. 
Mean Time Mrs. B-—y, who had kept 
cloſe to her Room, hearing the Noiſe. 
ventured down Stairs, and ſeeing the dan- 
gerous Situation of her Huſband, without 
any Regard to her own Safety, ruſh'd in 
amongſt them ; but unhappily her Foot 
{lipp'd bytreading ona Bit of fat Meat which 
had been caſually dropp'd on the Floor, and 
falling Backwards one of her Legs doubled 
under her, and ſhe broke her Thigh. 
Her Huſband and the Officer flew to her 
Aſſiſtance, and lifted - her up; but the 
Exceſs of her Pain made her ſend forth 
ſuch piercing Cries, that even the rude 
Highlanders were foftened into Pity, and 
expreſs'd their Concern for being the 
Cauſe of fo grievous an Accident, by of- 
fering no further Difturbance while they 
continued there. Mrs. B-—y had the 
immediate Aſſiſtance of a Surgeon, and 
tis hop'd will recover. She alſo receiy'd 
Pl a mall Contuſion 1 in her Head; ag this 


(8) 
Rut was as but a Trifle in Compariſon with 
| the other. 

In a Time of Peace and Tranquility, 
ſuch an Affair as this would have made 
a great Noiſe ; but alaſs! ſuch hath been 
the Conflernation, and ſo many and com- 
plicated have been the Diſſaſters brought 
by this curſed Pretender into this and the 
neighbouring Towns, that private Misfor- 


tunes, and the Diſtreſs of particular Fa- 
milies, except thoſe of principal Note, are 


ſcarcely taken Notice of. 
Moſt of the Country People have ſuf . 


fered greatly by the Loſs of their Horſes, 
Sc. and meny Gentlemen of this and 
other Towns in Lancaſhire, Cheſtire, 
Staffordſbire, Derbyſhire, &c. have ſuſa 
tained Loſſes of this Kind, as well as 
many other Sorts of Damage; which it 
would be Prolixity to enumerate here, as 


the News- papers have been ' continually” 


fil'd with cireumſtantial Advices” from” 
all Parts of the Kingdom where theſe 


Wretches have been. 


Several Perſons are miſſing here, of 


whom no Accounts can be had; there- 
5 4 fore 
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(9) 
fore they are ſuppoſed. to have gone off 
with the Rebels: Indeed a conſiderable 


4 Number of. filly Papiſts, raſcally Non- 


Jurors, and other idle and diſorderly Fel- 
lows, did openly join them, in this and 
the adjacent Towns. But 'tis thought 
that moſt of them, repenting of their 
Raſhneſs ſince the retrogade Flight of 
their whole Body from Derby towards the 
North, have deſerted, but dare not re- 
turn to any Place where they are known. 
When the Rebel Army came here the 
ſecond Time, on their Return from the 
Southward, I ſaw with them one G-, 
an Attorney from Leek in Staffordſhire, 
but late from Lyon's-Inn, London; where 
I knew: him: Tis poſſible he may be no 
Stranger to you ' who live ſo near that 
Inn. I have mentioned this Wretch, that 
you may take proper Notice, of him if 
you ſhould happen to ſee him in London, 
where tis moſt probable he will ſkulk if 
he runs away from his new Friends, as I 
very much ſufpe& he will. 

When the Pretender came here in his | 


March towards London, (which, thank 
P >. 9 
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God, has been turned into a Flight to- 


wards the inmoſt Receſſes of Scotland ) his 
Followers behaved full as civilly as we 
could have expected. I believe we did 
not ſuffer much more by that Bout, (ex- 


cluſive of the Expence and Damage ſu- 
ſtain:d by ſending off our moſt valuable 
Effects to Places of Security, and the 


Conſternation we were under before they 
arrived) than Northampton, Coventry, 
Litchfield, Stafford, Newcaſtle Under-line, 
Sc. did by his Majeſtics regular Troops; 
but when the Northern Gentry honour'd 


us with their Preſence, on their Return 


from the Southward, they were too much 


chagrin'd, at being diſappointed in their 


Deſign of keeping their Chriſimas at Lon- 


dn, to obſerve the ſame Sort of Behaviour; 


and we found to our Coſt, that his Royal 


Highneſs the Duke had put them too much 


out of Humour to attend to the Rules 
of Decorum. In ſhort, it was happy for 


us, that their Apprehenſions of the Duke 
woul not ſuffer them to ſtay here long 


to ruin us abſolutely: However, 


* they laid about them handſomely —_— 
they 
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(11) 
they did ſtay. This I can fy for them, 


e that what they could lay their Hands on, 


te and could conveniently carry off, they 
ce did carry off, but what they could not 
te well take with them, they very gene- 
te roufly left behind.” 

As for the publick Money which they 


| have levied on the Cuſtoms, the Exciſe, 


and the Poſt Offices, I doubt not but his 
Majeſty will generouſly diſpenſe with the 
Repayment of it ; at leaſt, that the poor 
People will be conſider d, who were o- 
bliged, on Pain of Military Execution, 
to anſwer the Arbitrary Demands of the 


Rebels; and at the Hands of theſe laſt only, 


'tis to be hoped the Government will re- 
quire it. 

But I muſt not conclude, without men- 
tioning one Piece of News which I know 
will nearly affe& you, and which I choſe 
to reſerve for the laſt Article of my Let- 
ter; well knowing that if I once touched 
upon the melancholy, affecting Subject. 
I could not help dwelling too long upon 
it for the Limits of a Sheet of Paper 


O Hal thoſe abandon'd Wretches, 


tho curſed Rebels, have robb'd me of _ 
Bag my 


(12) 

my dear unhappy Friend, thy Name-fake; 
Harry Sydenham ! That Friend of whom 
you have ſo often heard me talk, and 
fondly dwell upon his Virtues ! The ex- 
cellent, the loved, admired Sydenham is 
dead He died too in ſuch a Manner, 
as will make thy Heart bleed when I tell 
it thee. But the ſad Relation is too exten- 
five for the Compaſs of one Letter. I 
will therefore at * only tell you that 
he broke his Heart with Grief for the 
Loſs of an amiable Companion, bf whoſe 
ſweet Society he was cruelly deprived by 
the Helliſh Crew from the North. The 
Affair is ſcarcely known to any one be- 
. fides myſelf: Would to God I alſo had 
never known it, and then I ſhould have 

eſcaped as much Affliction as ever any 
tender Mind endured for the Sufferings of 
a Friend. Poor Sydenham's Story, ſur- 
priſing, and indeed almoſt Romantick as 
« it is, is not more extraordinary than true; 
You ſhall have it in another Letter, which, 

as I have nothing at preſent to do but to 
ſcribble, I will make a long one. You 
may expect it in Mr. Rs next Parcel; 


* 
rs 
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for it will probably exceed the Limits 
preſcribed by the Poſt. Office for a lingie 
Letter and I have no Franks. 


I am, 
| Dear Harry, 
thy moſt faithful Friend, 
and affefi onate Kinſman, 
oo Honets 
P. S. Not to keep ** in a difagree- 
able Suſpenſe till you receive my next, I 


will juſt tell you that Mr. Sydenbam was 
married to a moſt accompliſhed Gen- 


tlewoman of Lancaſter. + But this E- 


vent, tho' prudently concerted on his 
Part, only ſerved to precipitate his Fate. 
He brought his Wife to Mancheſter, 
which he made in his Way, on his in- 
tended Return with her to Liverpool; 
and ſtay'd here a few Day's on Purpoſe 
to oblige me. The Rebels were at Lau- 
eaſter when he left this Town. Mr. 


Sydenham 


—— — BR. 
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(14) 
Sydenham then intended for Shrewſbury 
But a fatal Accident retarded” both him 
and his Wife upon the Road, and the 
Rebels overtook them on this Side Mac- 
clesfield. They were both made Priſoners, 
firſt on Account of their Horſes, but de- 
tained on Mrs. Sydenbam's Account, She 
was ſo unfortunate as to make an Impreſ- 
fion on the Heart of a French Officer, 
who commanded the Detachment that 
took them; and he thereupon carried 


them both to Derby, - on a Pretence that 
their Horſes ſhould be reſtored to them 
there: But the unhappy Pair never ſet 
Eyes on each other after their Arrival 
that fame Night at Macclesfield, But 
I muſt * you to my next for the 


(us) 


Extract of a Letter from My. H——y 
L—r—nce of London, in Anſwer 
to the foregoing, 


London, Decem. 18. 
Dear II, 


AF QUR Letter of the 147 Inſtant, 
gave me great Satisfaction, if I may 
call that Satisfa#iom, which at the fame 
Time inſpired me with Grief, Poor 
Sydendam, tho' I only knew him by your 
friendly Reports, has already had one 
Mioiety of a Tribute of Sorrow from me, 
When a good Man meets with bad 
Fortune, I cannot help ſympathiſing with 
him, whether perſonally known to me, 
or only by Hearſay : Nay, I am not a- 
ſhamed to own that I am {till deeply af, 
fected with Homer's Account of Priam's 
miſerable Fate, tho' the Tale is perhaps 
a meer Fable, and that too the Oldeſt in 
the World. The melancholly Stories of 
Duke Nobert, eldeſt Son of William the 
Conqueror, Don Carlos of Spain, the une 


happy 


( 16 ) 

happy Anna Bullen, and the poor young 
Woman whoſe Brother was murder'd 
and herſelf debauched by Kirk, in the 
Reign of James II. have never failed to 

draw Tears from my Eyes; but this is a 
Weakneſs for which I am ſometimes 
laugh'd at by moſt of my Acquaintance, 

whoſe Paſſions are not fo eaſily moy'd, 

Tis true, I am yet unacquainted with 
he Circumſtances of Mr. Sydenbam's 
ultimate Misfortune, yet being perſwaded 
he merited a much better Fate than what 
he met with, I am heartily. concerned for 
him. Impatient to know the Manner of 
his Death, and what is become of his 
Wife, I cannot wait for Mr. Rs 
Parcel ; therefore I have fent you the in- 
cloſed Frank, and muſt inſiſt on hearing 
from you in a Poſt or two. You kindly 
_ me a long Letter ; ſhall I take 
the Liberty of preſcribing what to 
lengthen © it out with? — I wiſh you 
would gratify my C urioſity ſo far as to 
ſend me a little Abſtract of your worthy | 
unhappy Friend's remarkable Life, pre- 
yious to what you have promiſed gon- 
cerning 


=_ 


| this. 


171 

cerning his late Cataſtrophe; I have heard 
you mention many extraordinary Events, 
but it would be no ſmall Satisfaction to 
me to have a regular Account of the 
whole; at leaſt ſo far as you know, and 
I doubt not but that poor honeſt open- 


hearted young Fellow did in his Life- time 


communicate to you, his moſt intimate 


Friend, . Thing he knew of his own 


Hiſtory,——Oblige me, dear F—4, in 


this, and I will place the-Favour to your 


Account,” among the many others. grate- 
fully received from you, 


* yu game. 7 
15 1 | 1 ever e 


oi B. You will en the above Re- 
queſt, as you muſt be conſcious that I know 
you haye nothing elſe to do but to ſcrib- 
ble : Your laſt Letter bears Witneſs of 
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(618) 
I doubt but you are already informed 


by the publick Papers, of the Burning 


of Mr. Wood's Houſe ; occaſioned by the 
fare Misfortune happening firſt ts that 
of Mr. Torin, an eminent Exchange Bro- 


ker, his Neighbour. 


My humble Re ſpects to Sir P. D. 
ee eee TR ns - | 
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Mr. S L-—=r——nce's Second Let- 
ter to Mr. ee | 


Dear Hal. 
F I could refuſe you any Thing, it 
| ſhould be the Requeſt contained in 
yours of the 18th, but ſince I cannot, I 
muſt even make myſelf eaſy, and ſubmit 
to the Taſk you have enjoined me ; tho' 
by the Way, I ſhall: make a Merit of 
what I am about to do, as it will coſt me 


a great Deal of Time, both in recollect- 


ing the Materials, and putting them in ſome 
tolerable Order. 


The Facts contained in the enſuing Nar- 


rative are not indeed of a very ſurpriſing 


Nature 


CY 
Nature ; hut they are nevertheleſs extra- 
ordinary and affecting. I know your 


Heart is ſyſceptible of he tendereſt Im- 
preſſions; and therefore I can venture to 
promiſe you beforchand, that poor Syden- 
Pl s melancholy Story, will giye you that 
pleaſing Uneaſineſs, that ſatisfactory Grief, 
which tender Minds always experience 
on theſe Occaſions. I do not mean that 
we are pleaſed with any Reviews of the 
Calamities of our fellow Creatures ; on 
the contrary, a good Man, a humane Dif. 
ſition, is ſhock'd and terrified, and __ 
eart melts within him, whenever he 
cafts' his Eye over the wide Landſkip of 
the Evils and Miſeries to which human 
Nature is expos'd : But the Idea which 
I would expreſs is this. The Mind of Man 
naturally graſps at Knowledge, and receives 
a differentPleaſure from every varied In- 
cident which it perceives. The Soul is 
actuated by a generous "inquiſitive Prin- 
ciple, which intereſts it in all the Adver. 
fity or Proſperity of its Kindred Beings : 
Yet we are more attentive to, and more 


affected by the Diſtreſs of the unhappy, 
C 2 than 


| (2) 
than by the Proſperity of the Fortunate Man: 
We never envy the Miſerable. We gene- 
rally ſym pathiſe more ſincerely with the 
Virtuous unfortunate, than with even the | 
"deferyingly happy. Hence it is that we 
take a gloom y Delight, a melancholy 
Pleaſure, in the Recital of other People's 
Woes: Every diſmal Rel ation of Wick- 
edneſs perpetrated, every ruinous Acci- 
dent, every evil Incident to us in a World 
of Viciſſitudes: We eagerly enter into 
the Diſtreſs even of thoſe we cannot help; 
and tho' it may be impoſſible to relieve 
them, as is certainly the Caſe, with the 
Dead, yet we enjoy a ſenſible Satisfaction 
in ſympathiſing with.'em as if they were 
preſent, and pitying thoſe who are beyond 
the Reach of our Compaſſion. - - _ 
But, perhaps you had rather diſpenſe 
with my-taking -up your Time with any 
more of theſe curſory Reflections; Be it 
fo 3 and let us enter upon my darling 
T opick, the Subject upon which I could 
- dwell for ever: The Merits, the Virtues, 
the Graces, . and Sufferings of my loved, 
panel, lamented, departed Friend. 


Mr 
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the aforementioned Mr. Robert 9 


ik 


"Mr. Henry Sydenham was s che eldeſt Son 
of Mr. Robert Sydenham, who, in the Reign 
of Queen Anne, was one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Merchants in Briſtol, His Mo- 
ther was the Daughter of a Dutch Mer- 
chant of London. As 1 had all poſſible 
Opportunities of knowing her - Character, 


I may venture to pronounce the following 


Deſcription of her Perſon and Manners, 
to be an exact Copy taken from the Ori- 
ginal “. Her Perſon was tall, handſome, 

majeſtick. Her Countenance command- 
ed Reſpect from every Beholder, but was 
not formed for engaging their Affections: 
Her Looks, ever free from the Soſtneſs of 
the Sex, never failing to betray the unna- 
tural Virago Spirit that dwelt within her. 
In many Inſtances ſhe had the Appearance 
of a fine Woman; but in no one Was ſho 
either lovely or agreeable. Pride and ill 
Nature were viſibly | ſtamped on almoſt 


every Thing ſhe did or ſaid; yet ſhe was 


a Woman of great Senſe, a lively Vein of 


Wi it uſually embelliſhed her Diſcourſe, 


* The Author e an Apprentireſhip to ler Husband, 


and 
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122 J 
and even Charity ſometimes adorned her 
Actions. But then her Heart, uninſpired, 
unanimated by Religion, and void of every 


Cbriſtian Principle, as corrupted and 


enſlaved by the Violence of its own Paſ- 
ſions. After ſhe began to bear. Children, 
ſhe became. avaritious to ſo monſtrous a 
Degree, that ſhe would ſcarcely allow her 
own Huſband the common Neceſſaries of 
Life; you may gueſs then how the Chil- 


dren fared: Nay even the very Coach- 


Horſes were ſometimes: abridg'd of their 
Hay and Oats, to ſatisfy her inſatiable Ava- 
rice : But happily. for thoſe Poor Animals, 
the Chariot was laid down in about three 
Years after Mr. & pdenbam's Marriage, tho' 
his Fortune was then upon the Increaſe ; 
but his Wife thought e ee co- 
vetous are always poor. Beſides the bad 
Qualities already mention'd, ſhe had ano- 
ther, which was the fatal Source of all 
Harry Sydenbam's Misfortunes ; and this 
was an unnatural Averſion to ſome of her 


-Children, while others were humour'd, 


indulg'd, fondled, and ſpoiled. Yet nei. 
ther * Love or Hatred to the innocent 
Objects 


1231 
Objects of ſuch contrary Paſſions, was 
grounded on the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon, 
or any eſſential Difference in the Qualities 
of her Children: As is indeed the Caſe 
with almoſt every partial Mother; for we 
feldom find that their favourite Off- ſpring, 
are Superior upon the whole, either in the 
Beauties of the Body or Mind, to their 
neglected, injured, Brothers or Siſters. | 
As for Mr. Sydenham, his Children 
were all equally dear to him; or if he made 
any Diſtinction, it was in ſome Meaſure 
rational. He was a Man of a very amiable - 
Character, and- well reſpected by that Ho- 
nourable Fraternity of which he was a wor- 
thy Member. His greateſt Weakneſs was 
that of permiting his violent temper'd Wife 
to acquire and preſerve an abſolute Aſcen- 
dency over him. She gained upon him 
by Degrees, and what the thus gained 
the obſtinately kept; and having efta- 
bliſhed her Authority, he ſoon found his 
weak Endeavours to ſhake it, were but 
like attempting to remove Mountains, or 
to turn the Channel of the Ocean: The 
fame ealy, yielding,” patient Diſpofition 
which 
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| [24] 
which but too much connived at the firſt; 
Inroads ſhe made upon his conjugal Pre- 
rogative, prevented him from exerting 
himſelf in order to retrieve thoſe Rights 
and Privileges, which the Laws of God: 
and Man had inveſted him with, as an 
Huſband ; and which too late he per- 
ceived were loſt, never to be recover d. 
This  ill-paired Couple had three 
Children beſides Harry. Sarab her 
ſecond Child, and Philip the young. 
eſt, were Mrs. Sydenham's Favourites; 
but Harry, and his ſecond Siſter Jenny, 
who was exactly like him, had the 
Misfortune of being hated by their un- 
natural Mother, from the very Moment 
they came into the World. Mrs. Syden- 
ham had indeed a "Son before Harry, who 
was born i in the firſt Year of her Mar- 
riage. This Child was the very Picture 
of herſelf, and for that Reaſon (perhaps) 


| ſhe was exceſſively fond of him; but the 


Boy happening to die when about a Year 
old, and but juſt before the Birth of 
Harry, who was very unlike the other, 
1 an, that might be one Principal 

Cauſe 


4 © 


[25] 

Cauſe of her Averſion to the latter: This 
1 the rather think, as Harry's Face was, 
an exact Copy of his Father's, who, it is 
very certain had no Share in his Wife's 
Affections; tho' he was undoubtedly one 
of the beſt Huſband's in the World : But 
you will not-wonder ſo much at this In- 
ſtance of her Ingratitude, when I tell you 
that ſhe was obliged, by her imprudent 
Father, to marry Mr. Sydenham againſt 
her Will. Hence it will appear natural 
enough, for a Woman of her Temper, 
to hate and deſpiſe a Huſband in all 
Things ſo unlike herſelf, and thus forced 
_ _ 

Harry was born in the Year 1 709: 
By that Time he was a Fortnight old, his 
Father began to perceive that his Mother 
would take but little Care of him if -he 
was nurs'd at Home; this was viſible by 
the Indifference ſhe already ſhewed to- 
wards him; for which Reaſon, by the Ad- 
vice of her Female Friends, and with her 
ready Conſent, the Child was committed 
to the Care of an honeſt poor Woman, 
who lived a little 8 out of the City, 


where 


(26) 
where he remained till he was two Years 
old. During this Interval, his Mother 


never expreſs d the leaſt Defire to fee him, 


and whenever the Nurſe carried him 
Home, as his kinder Father would fre- 
quently ſend her word to do, Mrs. Syden.. 
bam, if ſhe chanced to be at Home, gave 
her but a cold Reception; but her uſual 
Practice was to be, out ol the Way on 
thoſe Occaſions. 


When Harry had * * Ho 2 g 


Yourchia —_ was brought to bed of her 
darling Daughter Sarab. This Girl was 
not to be compared wirh Harry for Beau- 
ty, being extreamly like her. Mother, 
who was not over handſome in the Face. 
However Mrs. Sydenham was as extrava- 
gantly fond of her, as ſhe was averſe to her 
Son; the would not teſt if the Child was 
half an Hour together out of her Sight, 
and reſolved to ſuckle it herſelf, But her 
Tenderneſs for her Daughter was no lefs 
prejudicial to that Child, than her Averſion 
for Harry was to him. The Girl's Diſpoſi- 
tions were ſuch as required the ſevereſt Care 
in the Cultivation ob em; but this was not 
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627) 
to be expected from Mrs. Syderham : Her 


- Paſſions and Prejudices were too violent, 


her Obſtinacy too ſtrong, either to attend 
to the Niceties, of the Rules of Education 
of her own accord, or to be guided by 
the Advice .of others. In her Eyes, the 
Child was a little Angel, it had no Faults, 
no evil Propenſities, nothing to correct, 
every Thing to beo indulg d d in: Conſe- 
quently the little Angel became a little 
Devil. Let us now return to Harry. 
At the Age of two Vears, his Father 
would needs have him brought Home, in 
hopes that his Mother would take to him 
now that he could run about, and would be 
leſs troubleſome to her than his Siſter then 
Was. But vain were theſe Hopes; Mrs, Sy- 
denham's Diſaffection to her Son was as it 
were conſtitutional, and not to be remo- 
ved: Every, Body, except this blind pre- 
judiced Woman, was charmed with the 
Beauty and promiſing Aſpect of the Boy; 
who, as I have already intimated, was the 


very Picture of his Father: All Eyes that 


beheld him, all Tongues that ſpoke of 


in 
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(28) | 
in his Favour. His Father was highly de- 
lighted with the dawning Appearance 
of his good Qualities, and promiſed him- 
{elf great Satisfaction in ſo hopeful a Son. 
His Mother on the contrary, beheld him 
with an evil Eye: She had contracted a 
Diſlike to him at his very Birth, and the 
Praiſes which he continually received from 
all Sorts of People, while Miſs Sally was 
but ſlightly regarded, only ſerved to render 
the poor Boy the more obnoxious to her 
evil Temper. She viewed him as the Ri- 
val of her Favourite both in the Affections 
of their Father, and the Notices of every 
Relation, Friend, and Acquaintance ; and 
whenever ſhe ſaw Mr. Sydenham fondle 
Him, ſhe would be as much out of Hu- 
mour, as if the Careſſes he beſtowed on 
the Child had been real Injuries to her 
ſelf. In fine, this innocent Object of her 
Jealouſy and Hatred, had not been return d 
from the Country above three Weeks, be- 
fore ſhe declared open War againſt him; 
and began to act offenſively by endeavour- 
ing to perſwade his Father that Harry was 


not their Child, but a Changling, impoſed 
upon 


(29) | 
upon ther by the Nurſe. Mr. Sydenham 
only laugh'd at the Inſinuation, telling her 
ſhe needed only to reflect on the Likeneſs 
of the Boy to himſelf, in order to remove 
all Doubts and Surmiſings of that Kind; 
but ſhe inſiſting that her Suſpicions were 
founded upon rational Grounds, the Affair 
began to grow ſerious : Not that Mr. Sy- 
denham in the leaſt gave into his Wife's 
Chimerical Notion, but ſhe obſtinately 
perſiſted in it in ſpite of all Evidence to 
the contrary, Whether or not ſhe re- 
ally did entertain any ſuch Suſpicion is | 
indeed uncertain, but 'tis moſt probable 
that ſhe did not: However it ſerved her 
for a ſpecious Pretence, under Colour of 
1 which ſhe thought ſhe could, with a better 
+ | Grace, uſe him in the cruel Manner ſhe did. 
2 The Reaſon which ſhe pretended to have 
for her Suſpicion was this. Harry's Nurſe 
had a Siſter living with her in the ſame 
Houſe; this Siſter had lately buried a Huſ- 
band, who had left her a young Child, 
a Boy nearly of the ſame Age with Mrs. 
Sydenham's, and ſomething reſembling 

him 
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(38) 


nim in the Face. This Cid; whate 


Name was Rogers, happening to die a 
few Weeks before Harry was brought 


Home, Mrs. Sydenbam from thence took 


occaſion to declare that ſhe believed it 
was her own Child that died, and that 


Mrs. Rogers and her Siſter had concerted 
together, to o impoſe the other Boy on Mr. 


Sydenham, inſtead of his own that was 
dead; this extravagant Conceit ſhe obſti- 
nately aſſerted as a certain Fact, tho' dif- 


ficult to be proved. The two poor Wo- 
men were ſtrictly examined about it, and 
| tho their Innocence plainly appeared, 


yet it ſignified nothing. When the Que- 
ſtion was put to them, Mrs Rogers, as 2 
ſoon as ſhe had recover'd from her Sur- 
prize, anſwer'd as follows, viz, © Bleſs 
* me! Madam, who put ſuch a ſtrange 


'« Notion into your Head? In. God's 


Name what Reaſon have you to think 
that Maſter Harry is not your own 
© Child? Here he ſtands, do but look in 
his Face; I am ſure he is as like his 
Father, God bleſs him, as one Pea is 


Alike another. Beſides, Madam, how 


« could 


(31) 

te could my Siſter deceive you, when ſhe 
« brought the Child to ſee his Father ſe- 
*. veral Times? Mr. Sydenham would ſoon 
©. have ſeen the Difference if ſhe had at 
* laſt brought him another. But Madam 
e if this will not ſatisfy you, I mult be 
6 ſo bold as to tell you, that if your Son 
had died, I could never have been ſo 
* hard-hearted to mine, as to have given 
** him up to you, Who was never very 
* fond of your own,”” This reſolute, art- 
leſs, becoming Speech, put Mrs. Sydenham 
to the Bluſh 3 however ſhe ſtill pretended 
not to be convinced, and could never be 
brought to confeſs. that ſhe thought the 
Child in queſtion was her Son, but ever 
after called him Rogers, and Mr. Syden- 
ham's Foſter Son, with daher Nages of 
the like Signification,. | - 

In the next Place Mrs, Sydenham began 
to uſe the Boy very. harſhly 3 he was nei- 
ther fed nor cloathed; nor ſpoke to in a 
manner agreeable to the Relation he bore 
to her ; nor even confiſtently with the 
Rules of common Humanity. All young 
Children are more or leſs peeviſh and 
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L 32 ] 
troubleſome ; and every tender Parent finds 
it in ſome meaſure neceſſary. to pleaſe and 
Humour their little Paſſions ; and when 
they correct them, they always propor- 
tion their Corrections to the Tenderneſs 
of their Years. | But this unnatural Ty- 
greſs ſet no Bounds to her Severity to- 
wards her unfortunate Son ; who was ne- 
vertheleſs as ſweet a temper'd Child as 
ever was born, and naturally formed to 
attract the Affections of all that knew 
Him. If he happen'd to cry for any lit- 
tle Thing he wanted, or on account of 
any Pain he felt, an unmerciful whipping 
was ſure to be his Relief. If he chanced, 
of his own accord, to ſtray, out of the 
Nurſery, and his Ill-fate conducted him 
into any Room where his Mother was, 
an immoderate Knock, a violent Kick, 
or a rude Puſh headlong to the Ground, 
or down any Steps, if any happened to be 
in the way, was the uſual Puniſhment for 
this Crime, unleſs indeed ſhe was reſtrained 
by the Preſence of any Company; and in 
this Caſe the Maids were rung for, and 
after * rated for letting him come 
down 
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(41) 
down, were ordered to take the diſagree- 
able Object away, and to whip him ſe« 
verely. If her Huſband interpoſed in the 
Child's Behalf, the Houſe was preſently 
too hot to hold him; ſo that he, poor 
Man, was glad to let her take her own 
Way, and do whatever ſhe pleaſed, pro- 
vided himſelf was but unmoleſted. In 
ſhort ſhe was an abſolute Tyrant in all 
Domeſtick Concerns, and Mr. Sydenhant 
was but a Cypher in his own Houſe. I 
will now give you one or two Inſtances 
of the inhuman Treatment which Harry 
met with at the Hands of his Mother, 
while he was but a meer helpleſs Infant ; 
and to which I was an Eye Witneſs ; for 
I had not been above a Month with Mr. 
Sydenham when that poor Boy came from 
Nurſe. 

He was one Day left alone in the Nur. 
ſery, by a careleſs Maid, who, taking the 
Oppartunity of her Miſtreſs being enga- 
ged with Company below, had run out 
upon ſome Buſineſs of her own ; and to 
prevent a Diſcovery took the little Miſs 
Sally with her. As for Harry, dependirig 
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upon his quiet Temper, the Dread he 


was in of his Mother, which very much 
deter'd him from crying, and the amuſing 
Play-Things ſhe left about him, had only 
barred him in a little Chair to prevent his 
falling into the Fire, and thus left him. 
The Nurſe not returning ſo ſoon as per- 
haps ſhe intended, the Child wanted to 
make Water, but not daring to bepiſs him- 
ſelf, (for that it was ſuppoſed was the Caſe) 
when he could not well hold out any long- 
er, he began to cry, loud enough to be 
heard in the Parlour. His Mother hearing 
his Cries, and perceiving they rather in- 
ereaſed than abated, began to ſuſpect that 


| ſomething more than ordinary was the 


Matter, and went up herſelf to ſee. At 
the ſame Inſtant it alſo happened that 1 


was coming down from my own Room, 


which was one Flight of Stairs higher; 
and ſeeing Mrs. Sydenham enter the Nur- 
ſery, I ſuſpected that her going there bo- 
ded no Good to the Child, whoſe Cries 
I had before heard, whereupon I ſtopped 
at the Nurſery Door, in order to obſerve 
her Behaviour. Mrs, Sydenham ſeeing no 
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Hair with her left 
with all her Strength his Throat with the 
other, in that Manner ſhe held him till 
he was black in the Face. His Struggling 
for Breath, and jo get from her, did but 
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one in the Room except the Child, went 


up to it, with a terrible Countenance, and 


in a threatning Tone aſked what he bawl- 
ed for? The poor Boy, frighten'd at the 
Preſence of his dreaded Mother, immedi. 
ately loſt his retentive Power, and the fa- 
tal Stream iſſued plentifully from under- 
neath his Coats. This Slight, this invo- 
luntary Offence, was ſufficient to rouſe all 


the native Fury in Mrs. Sydenbam's Breaſt: 


Seizing the 8 by his 
and, and griping 


irritate her the more 3 ſhe bore him up, 


and held him ſuſpended by the Throat, 
till I, thinking ſhe would abſolutely choak 
him, burſt ſuddenly into the Room, and 
then ſhe let go her Hold. The Child im- 


mediately dropped down, and ſeemed as 


if expiring 3 but ſhe, taking not the leaſt - 


Notice of that, haſtily turned upon me, 
and aſked what I wanted there? To 
which I readily'anſwer'd, Madam, I came 
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to ſpeak with Betty; but pray Madam 


( 44 ) 


what's the Matter with Mr. Harry? But 


before ſhe could make a full Anſwer, in 


came the Maid, frighted out of her Wits 
at what ſhe ſaw; motionleſs like a Statue 


ſhe ſtood, looking, with Horror and A- 


mazement, by Turns at the Mother and 


the Son. As for Mrs. Sydenham, ſhe, yet 


unmov'd, beheld the helpleſs Victim of 


her Fury, with as much Unconcern, as 


though ſhe had but tenderly corrected, in- 


ſtead of half murdering it; and after ha- 
ving ſufficiently rated the Maid for occa- 
ſioning her all this Trouble, down. to her 
Company ſhe returned, without troubling 
her Head what became of the Child; who 
only recover'd to experience yet more 


ſhocking Inſtances of his Mother's mon- 


ſtrous Ill- nature. Inſtances which with grief 
his timorous Father ſaw, but unable to re- 
dreſs the Evil, was forced to obſerve a ſtrict 
Neutrality, and to connive at the Conduct 


of a Termagant, whom he feared to exaſ- 


perate beyond the uſual Bounds; leſt by 


taking the Child's Part, he ſhould there- 
by provoke her to uſe him worſe, than if 
| left 
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left to the natural Dictates of her Tem- 
per. 


Mr. Sydenham uſually brewed what 


Malt Liquor he wanted for his own Cel- 


lar, Harry, when he was about ſix Years 


Old, was one Brewing-Day playing about 
the Brew-Houſe, and his Siſter Sally was 
with him. Mrs. Sydenham, who rigorouſly 


inſpected into every Thing the 'Servants 


did, going into the Houſe for that Pur- 
poſe, was perceived by her beloved Daugh- 


ter, who preſently went in after her, and 
Harry unluckily followed his Siſter. They 


both ſtopped at the Maſhing-Tub, to ob- 
ſerve the Liquor whichflowed from thence, - 
in a ſmall Stream, into another Veſſel; the 
Spiggot being half drawn out for that 
Purpoſe. Harry happening to ſtrike the 
Tap with ſomething he had. in his Hand, 
thereby ſtopped the Paſſage of the: Li- 
quor ; hereupon his Siſter, took. hold of 
the Spiggot with both her Hands; and 
pulling it quite out, the boiling Stream 
guſhed forth, and ſcalded both her Arms, 
tho' not in any extraordinary Degree. 
The Girl inſtantly ſcreaming out, alarm- 
| eq 


— — 2 = . 
5 . — —— g 
_— 
axon 


| 
13; 8 
114 1:8 
ti il 
3 
1 
4 
fl | 


A — 
- - 
2 
— — - Pn — — 
PO — 


— 


p wag 4 — —— " 
n —— 1 
— 4 —_— - __ 
9— —— — — — — — — — —— __———_ 
— — 


— 3 — _ — 
— —— —— _ — 
* 7 * I» 
4 a - 


* . ——ũ— —— — — — 
my —— —  — — ui: 
* wr" 


- —— — . K ey < "0 Bn r 
- © 
* - as 
- - oy * — 2 * * by 


(46) 
ed her Mother, who was engaged with 
the Brewing Servant in another Part of 
the Brewhouſe; but before Mrs Sydenham 
could well turn herſelf about, Harry had 
ſnateh'd the Spiggat out of his Siſter's 
Hand and was aiming it at the Faucet; 
whereby one of his Hands was alſo ſcald- 
ed very much, and immediately his Cries 
were heard full as loud as his Siſter's: 
All this was done in a Moment. The 
4rſt Object that ſtruck Mrs Sydexbam's 
Eyes was her Danghter, running. towards 
Her, with her Arms! in a terrible Condi- 
tion, as the thought; the next was poor 
Harry, trying to get the Spiggot into its 


Nlace again; upon which ſhe concluded 


he was the ſole Author of the ' Miſchief, 
by pulling out the Spiggot, Which ſhe ſaw 
in his Hands. Concern for the Girl, and 


Rage againſt the Boy, immediately inſpi · 
red her with ſo: furious a Paſſion, as ren- 


dered her utterly ancapable of acting with 
the leaſt Degree of Reaſon or Moderation: 


In the fame Breath the diſpatched the 


Servant for a Surgeon, and cried out 
„Oh! that miſchievous young Dog, 
* that 
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« that curſed Rogers has killed my 
« Child ” ! No ſooner was the Servant's 
Back turned, than ſhe flew upon the un- 
fortunate Boy, regardleſs. of what he had 
already ſuffer'd by the ſcalding Liquor, 
and ſeizing him by the Hair of his Head, 
flung him on the Ground, ſtamped on him 
with her Feet, beat him about the Face 
and other Parts of his Body, till ſhe had 
quite ſpent herſelf, and left him all bloody, 
and paſt the Power of crying. Tis not 
improbable but ſhe would that Day have 
been the Death.of him, had not his Fa- 
ther, alarm'd by the Noiſe, ran in, exert- 
ed: himſelf, and reſcued the Child out of 
her Hands: The Surgeon coming in, ſhe 
would not let him touch Harry 'till he had 
done what he could for the Girl; notwith- 
ſtanding the abuſed Boy had received a 
conſiderable Wound in the Forehead; his 
Mother having thrown him with his Face 

She uſually called this Girl her Child, by way of 
Pre-eminence and alſo diſtingaiſh'd her Son Philip by this 
favorite Denomination; and this indeed with Propriety 


enough, for Harry and his Siſter Jenny, See Page 24. 
2 far trom being; treated. by her as if they were her 
ren 


againſt 


(48) 
againſt an Iron Shovel, or ſome other Im» 
plement belonging to the Brewhouſe ; 
which cut him in fuch a Manner as to 
leave a Mark, after it was cured, that 
was viſible as long as he lived. 

It was, I think, about this Time that 
all Mr, Sydenham's Children were viſited 
with the Small-Pox. The two eldeſt 
had them ſeverely, the Confluent Sort; 
and whilſt their Mother was in the utmoſt 
Anxiety for Miſs Sally, ſhe flattered her- 
felf with great Hopes that Harry would 
be carried off by them. But herein Pro- 
vidence was pleaſed to diſappoint and to 
puniſh her for her impious Wiſhes ; for 
her darling Daughter loſt one of her Eyes, 
was otherways terribly disfigured, and but 
narrowly eſcaped with Life. This cha- 
grin'd and provok'd Mrs. Sydenham very 
much, and ſhe would frequently drop the 
following, or ſuch like Expreſſions, in a 
plaintive Tone, viz. © Oh that Rogers 
« that curſed Rogers] had he but gone 
te out of the World, then I ſhould not fo 
% much have grieved for my Child's Mit- 
fortune — Had it pleaſed God to have 


<© taken 


T2 

te taken him out of the Way J might 
te have been happy ſtill. But my Child 
«* my only Child ! what will become of 
fc her oh ſhe is ruin'd, undone for 
« ever |” In ſhort, her diſappointed 
Hopes of Harry's Death; her Reſentment 
of his happy Recovery, and her Grief 
for the harder Fate of her Favourite, by 
Turns agitated her with ſuch a Variety 
of malignant Paſſions, that her Huſband, 
apprehenſive leſt the Conſequences might 
bear too exceſſively hard upon his inno- 
cent Son, reſolved to fend-kim out of the 
way. Mr. Sydenham had a near Relation 
at Shrewſbury, who he knew would glad- 
ly accept of 'the Child as a Boarder in his 
Family. The Propofal Was privately 
made to the Salopian, and by him readily 
embraced : "This Relation having no C hll- 
dren of his own, nor were his Circumn- 
ſtances Io affluent, but that he was well- 
pleaſed with- a Proſpect of gaining confi- 
derably, by taking his 'young Couſin on 
the generous Terms propoſed: A hand- 
ſome Allowance Was alfo made for the 
School Education of the Child: * Elb 
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It was nevertheleſs no eaſy Taſk to get 
his Mother's conſent to the Execution of 
this Project. She thought the Expence too 
great, eſpecially the article of Schooling ; 
and was of Opinion that if the Boy was 

brought up to Reading and Writing En- 
gliſh only, that alone would be ſufficient. 
But, to obviate all Objections of this kind 
(and no other Sort were made by this 
unnatural Mother) Mr. Sydenbam found 
means to perſwade her that the Board Ex- 
pences were ſettled at leſs than half the 
real Stipend; and alſo ſeemingly conſen- 
ted to contract his ſchooling within the 
Bounds preſcribed by her ſelf. Hereupon 
Harry, at the Age of ſeven Years, was 
ſent to Shrewſbury, where he was Joyfully 
received by his Couſin. 

At Shrewſbury-School he made a ſwift 
Progreſs through his Latin, Greek, Wri- 
ting, Arithmetick, Geometry, and ather 
Branches of the Mathematicks. Beſides 
his native Accompliſhments, he ſoon ac- 
quired, in that polite Town fo ſprightly 
and genteel an Air, ſuch a graceful Ad- 
dreſs, ſuch a becoming modeſt Aſſurance, 
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(51) 
as gained him the Admiration and Eſteem 
of it who knew him. He never gave 
into that ſort of Behaviour ſo common 
with School-Boys, and which in them we 
uſually call Unluckineſs ; on the contrary, 
ever decent in Play, induſtrious in Lear- 
ning, and obedient to the Voice of his Su- 
periours, he very rarely gave the leaſt Of- 
fence to any one : not even by ſuch little 


Foibles, and puerile Breaches of Good- 
manners, as are almoſt inſeparable from 


Children; and indeed too frequent in 
many adult Perſons. Yet was he abſo- 
lutely free from Affectation, or that de- 
mure Solemnity ſometimes found, but 
ſeldom admired in Children. Activity 
without Miſchievouſneſs, Sprightlineſs 
without Pertneſs, Humility without 
Meaneſs, Modeſty without Dulneſs, theſe 
opening Graces every where diſtinguiſh'd 
this promiſing Boy above his Fellows. 
Whilſt this amiable Youth is thus im- 
proving in all Accompliſhments both na. 
tural and acquired, let us turn back our 
Eyes towards Briſtol, where the reſt of 


this ill-fated Family are gradually de- 


ſcending from Misfortune to Misfortune, 
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| and at laſt, into the very Pit of ee 


Ruin 
In the Year 1720, ams for the Pro- 


mulgation of the infamous Soutb-Sea 
1664 Scheme, Mr. Sydenham loſt a very conſi- 
ll © derable Sum, by being too largely concer- 
| ned in thatcollufive Buſinefs.—' Tis a trite 
; "Obſervation, that one Misfortune ſeldom 
4 comes without another. Whether this Re- 
: mark is really founded on the natural 
Courſe of ſuch Events, I will not pretend 
| to determine; but this I know, that poor 
164 Mr. Sydenham had but too 3 Reaſon 
| | to think it a juſt one; for, in the ſame 
Ii | unlucky Year, he ſuſtained ſo many Loſſes, 
| both by Sea and Land, that his Cir- 
cumſtances began to ſit very uneaſily about 
him. His Wife, alarmed by the Com- 
plication of Diſaſters which had befallen 
her Huſband, inſtead of endeavouring to 
mitigate his Grief, by wholſome Advice, 
or tender Condoleance, only heightened 
it by the Reproaches ſhe was continually 
| caſting upon him; injuriouſly taxing 
| him with Miſconduct and Incapacity for 
| Buſineſs, ThE Upbraidings every Day 
repeated 
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(53) 
repeated, and ftill with freſh Aggrava- 
tions, joined with the many other Dome- 
ſtick Troubles which ſhe created him, 
and the too lively Senſe he had of his Loſſ- 
es in Trade, &c.-all united to prey cruel- 


ly on Mr. Sydenham's Spirits; and did at 


length actually reduce him to the fatal 
Condition which his Wife had ſo unjuſtly 
pre- conceived. In fine, from a chearful, 
ingenious, able. headed Man, he grew anxi- 
ous, gloomy, confuſed, and indeed incapa- 
ble of managing his Buſineſs. His Friends 
perceiving the Situation of his Mind, and 
his Circumſtances, adviſed him not to con- 
cern himſelf any longer in Trade; ſeeing 
it had of late been ſo detrimental to his 
Fortune, inſtead of improving it; and 
that another capital Misfortune might per- 
haps put it beyond his Power to make an 
honourable Retreat. This Advice he fol- 
lowed, ſettled his Affairs with Credit, and 
retired to a little Eſtate, which he had for- 
merly purchaſed. This Eſtate lay at a 
ſmall Diſtance from the Town, and was 
all that now remained of the great Sub- 


er which he once poſſeſs d. Here lie 
fondly 
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fondly propoſed to paſs the Remainder of 
a Life, chequer'd only with Care and 
Trouble, in as comfortable a Manner as 
it was reaſonable to expect with ſuch a 

Partner as Mrs. Sydenham. 
But alas! the Meaſure of his Misfor- 
tunes, was not yet full : An unlook'd-for 
Diſaſter came ſuddenly upon him, and 
compleated his Ruin: The Story is re- 
markable, and therefore I will give it you 
at full length. During the War with 
France, certain young Gentlemen of Bri- 
fiol made a pleaſure Voyage in a Ship that 
traded from thence to Hamburgh. The 
Veſſel, which was called the Elephant, 
was no ſooner out at Sea, than thoſe Li- 
bertine Ramblers began to form Schemes 
for playing ſuch Frolicks, as ſtrong Li- 
quors and their miſchievous Heads inſpi- 
red. Amongſt other Pranks, they reſol- 
ved upon obliging the next Ship that came 
in their Way (provided ſhe ſhould be of 
inferior force to their own) to bring to; and 
this under Pretence of having a Letter of 
Marque for their Authority. In vain did 
the Ship-Captain remonſtrate againſt this 
| Project 


(55) 
Project, as of dangerous C onſequence ; 


eſpecially if they ſhould happen to ſtop 
any Engliſh Veſſel that might diſcover 
them; the Exploit was reſolved on, and 
he was, nolens volens, forced to comply; 
they ſwearing at the ſame Time to bear 
him harmleſs at all Events, and to ſtand 
to the Conſequence themſelves. In this 
Diſpoſition they ſoon fell in with a ſmall 
Ship, upon fight of which our Mad-Caps 
hoiſted French Colours, and made the Sig- 
nal to bring to; but the Summons being 
diſobeyed, the pretended French-Man 
made after the other, who ran for it 
with all the fail they could make. In about 
two Hour's Time they came up with the 
Chace, and took it without firing a Gun. 
The Prize, however, unluckily proved to 
be the Revolution of Briſtol, homeward 
bound from Hamburgh. The Captain of her 
immediately knowing the Elephant, and 
ſomewhat ſuſpecting the Legality of che 
Gentlemens Proceedings that were on 
board her, found means to pump the 
Truth out of one of the Sailors, while the 


ſaid Gentlemen were, or ſeemed to be. 
buſied 


7 


2 2 ON 


— 


5 - = — — 21 . 


* 


VS 


r 
7 — 1 . 5 — 
ts. " = * - 
"I + n 
— — _ — — 


3 
* 
—  - 


CI = „ 
w 


„„ 


— 


* 
7 
yp. 
= 
E 
by 
= 
# 'T 
4x 
k 
C 
* 5 
[1 
TH 
N * 
* "KK 
EE 
. +, 
p » þ 
i 
"== 
4 L 
1 
"ws 
C 
„ 
TY 
4 2 
* 
1 
A 
1 
. * 
$ '. 
Fi 
Wy 
AN 
* 
* .. 
| ho 
” 


4 56 ] 

buſied in a formal Examination. of his 
Papers and. Lading ; but he took no no- 
tice. of what he knew to the Captors. 
Our freſh-water Heroes being . ſatisfied 
with. the Diverſion of the Chace, and 
with having; as they thought, put the 
Captain and Crew of the Revolution into a 
terrible Panick, let her go, after having 
detained her about. three Hours in the 
whole. The, Revolution was preſently 
after taken by a French Privateer, a Miſ- 
fortune Which, as appeared by the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Affair, they would cer- 
— 1 tainly have eſcaped, had they not been 
WA interrupted by, the pretended Letter of 
ill 4 Marque-Ship. 
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| Ihe Revolution, "hoing. pa into 
ii 4 France, . the Captain from: thence ac- 
1 | . quainted his Owners with all. that had 
— 4 happened to him, from his being cha- 
| ed by the Elephant, to his being car- 

B ried: Priſoner into France; aſſuring them 
1 « that the Loſs of the Ship, Was 3 abſolute- 
= &« ly occaſioned bythe Interruption he met 
| « ,with from the Elephant, for that. if ſuch 
cc © a Deky had. not happen'd to him, in 
Foes * « ſuch 


. 


11 


& ſuch a Latitude, he ſhould undoubt- 


« edly have been far enough out of the 


« French Privateer's Reach, at the time 
« that he was taken.” The Owners of 
the Revolution well knowing that the Ele- 
phant was no Letter of Marque-Ship, ap- 
plied to the Proprietors of the laſt named 
Veſſel for Satisfaction; whereupon the Cap- 


tain, at his return, being examined, dif- 


cover'd the whole affair; and made it ap- 
pear that neither himſelf nor the Crew 
were to blame, being compelled to do 
what they did; and that the young Gen- 
tlemen were the ſole Authors of the Miſ- 
chief. The Owners of the Revolution, 
upon this Evidence, immediately com- 
menced a Proſecution againſt the ſaid 
young Gentlemen, gained their Cauſe, 


and a thouſand Pounds Damages, beſides | 


Coſts of Suit, The payment of the da- 


mages fell to the Share of one Mr. 


B-rr-ll, a young Gentleman of a 
good Family, and Heir to a large Eſtate; 
but his Father was not dead. He it ſeems 
had been the principal Contriver, and 


Executor of this hair-brained Exploit, 
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. 
tho' he was generally accounted a ſober 
young Min, and well eſteemed. how- 
ever his Father was ſo exaſperated at his 
Behaviour on this Occaſion, that he abſo- 
lately refuſed him the leaſt Aſſiſtance in 
this unlucky Exigence, and ſuffered him to 
be arreſted and thrown into Priſon ; where 
he might have continued till the Death of 
his inexorable Father, had he not found a 
generous Friend and kinder Parent in Mr. 
Sydenham. 'This good natur'd Gentleman 
had been long acquainted with Mr. 
B-rr-l''s Family, and had a particular 
Regard for the young Gentleman; by 
whom he was earneſtly ſolicited for Aſ- 
ſiſtance, either by his Purſe or his Credit. 
Hereupon Mr. Sydenham (in an evil Hour) 
applied to the Proſecutors, offering to be- 
come Surety for the Payment of the Mo- 
-. ney, by Mr. B-r7-ll, at the Expiration of 


a ſtated Time. This Proffer being ac- 


cepted, Mr. B-rr-l/ was ſet at Liberty, 
after having given an indemnifying Bond 
to Mr. Sydenham, for the aforementioned 
Sum, with Intereſt. | 


Soon 


„ 

Soon after Mr. Sydenham had retired 
from Buſineſs, young B-rr-/! died, and his 
Father refuſing to pay the above thouſand 
Pounds, the Creditors came upon theunfor- 
tunate Surety, threatning to arreſt him, if he 

did not immediately fulfil his Engagement. 
In vain did Mr. Sydenham apply to the 
Father of the Youth he had ſo kindly be- 
friended ; in vain did he put him in mind 
of the Friendſhip which had fo long ſub- 
ſiſted betwixt the two Families, and in 
particular the Gratitude due to one who 
had ſo generouſly exerted himſelf in Be- 
half of the deceaſed, on ſo emergent an 
Occaſion; in vain, I ſay, were theſe Re- 
preſentations made to an old Man aban- 
don'd to Avarice, whoſe Conſcience went 
Hand in Hand with only the Letter of 
the Law: Obſerving, indeed, the Pre- 
ſcriptions of that Authority, becauſe he 
could not be diſobedient to it, but paying 
little Regard to the Voice of Honour, 
Generoſity, or even the natural Dictates 
of Moral Honeſty. In ſhort, old B-r.-Il 
obſtinately perſiſted in refuſing to diſ- 
charge his Son's Bond, declaring © that 

G2 * x 
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ce if Mr, Sydenham had been weak e- 
© nough to bring himſelf into ſuch a. 
* Scrape, by inter meddling in the Extra- 
s vagancies and diſorderly Courſes of his 
* Son, he (Mr. $) might extricate him- 
& ſelf out of it as well as he could: Such 
were the Sentiments of this ungrateful 
Wretch ; However another Son of his, 
younger Brother to the deceaſed, and now 
Heir to the Eſtate, engaged to repay Mr. 
Sydenham, at his Father's Death, which 
was every Day expected. I underſtand 
not the Language of the Law, fo I can 
only tell you, that this Youth made his 
Brother's Bond his own, in fuch Manner 

as the Law requires. 
In the mean Time Mr. Sydenham was 
obliged to mortgage his little Eſtate for al- 
moſt as much as it was worth, in order 
to make good the thouſand Pounds in 
Queſtion; or otherwiſe he would certain- 
ly have been impriſon d. No ſooner was 
this done than old B-rr-// dies, and his ſe- 
cond Son ſucceeds to his Eſtate, Mr. 
Sydenham now full of Hopes that the thou- 
fand Pounds would directly be repay d, 
repairs 


- 
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repairs to the young Gentleman, and in a 
handſome Manner puts him in mind of the 
Bond. But how great was his Aſtoniſh- 
ment, when he heard the other (a true 
Scion of the old Tree) begin to ſhuffle, 
and endeavour to put him off with fuch 
Evaſions as bore but a very bad Aſpect ? 
Grief, Reſentment, and Deſpair, at once 
took Poſſeſſion of Mr. Sydenbam's Breaſt, 
and tranſported him to ſuch an Exceſs 
of Paſſion as he had never before expe- 
rienced: But the lively Reproaches he caſt 
on the faithleſs young Fellow, only ſer- 
ved to precipitate the Rupture; and the 
much injur'd Mr. Sydenham was finally 
told © that he might take what Courſe 
ce he pleaſed, for that he (B-rr--lI) 
would not pay the Money,* unleſs it 
* could be forced out of him, which he 
** muſt leave to the Determination of the 
* Law.” | | 

Mr. Sydenham having now no other Re- 
ſource, applied himſelf to an Attorney, 
who, as it afterwards proved, was not th: 


Tis probable young Br. -I had been over- ruled, 
2 74 to act — by ſome Friend, who had blamed 
him for havin en upon himſelf the Payment of his 
Brother's 15 f ; 8 


5 5 moſt 
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moſt conſcientious of the Profeſſion. The 
Lawyer examined the Bond, and gave the 
Plaintiff all Sorts of Encouragement; aſſu- 
ring him that he would undertake to gain 
the Cauſe, or forfeit both his Trouble and 
Expences. Hereupon an Action was com- 
menced, and carried on for twoYears, with- 
out coming to an Iſſue. During this Time 
the Lawyer took care to draw what Money 
he could from the Plaintiff, reducing him 
to the Neceſſity of ſelling his Family Plate, 
and other Things of Value; yet ſtill feeding 
him with Hopes of the Affair being ſoon 
determin'd, and that infallibly to his Ad- 
vantage. But when the unconſcionable 
Blood-Sucker perceived that nothing more 
was to be got from his exhauſted Client, 
and that the Suit was likely to be protract- 


ed much longer, and alſo being under 


ſome Doubt concerning the Event, he 
had che Impudence to tell his Client that 
the Bond had a Flaw in it, (or ſomething 
to that Effect) and adviſed him to diſcon- 


tinue the Proceſs, rather than have it car- 


ried into Chancery, the Thoughts of which 
he knew Mr. Sydenham dreaded : He ad- 


_ ded 
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ded that he would content himſelf with 
what he had received towards the Expen- 
ces, and would alſo take nothing for his 
Trouble. Thunder-ſtruck at the fatal 
Intelligence, Mr. Sydenbam's Heart ſunk 
within bim, (this Bond being his dernier 
Reſort) and he had not the Power to ut- 
ter a Word: Ruin, innevitable Ruin ſtared 
him in the Face, and, like Meduſa's Head, 
petrified him to a Statue! Leſſer Woes 
may be expreſs'd by the Paſſions, but this 
Cataſtrophe, this finiſhing Blow from the 
Hand of malevolent Fortune, was too pon- 
derous for the Heart to ſuſtain, too gi- 
gantick to admit into its Recefles, with 
out forcing the Soul to abandon her Poſt, 
and leave the wretched Receptacle to its 
Deſtruftion !——So exceſſive was Mr. 
Sydenham's Grief, ſo pungent his Diſtreſs, 
that he fell almoſt inſtantaneouſly into a 
continual Fever ; in a few Days he grew 
delirious, raved perpetvally of his dear 
Son Harry, fancied him preſent, and 
would often talk to him concerning the 
Law Suit and the mortgaged Eſtate. In 
this melancholy Condition I frequently 

| viſited 


SETS 

vifited him, tho' unable to contribute any 
Thing to his Relief: Death only could 
do that Death · that kindly Friend to 
wretched - Mortals, their beſt Phyſician, 
their laſt Reſource, when every earthly 
Remedy proves ineffectual! This kind 
Reliever quickly came, and put a Period 
to the unhappy Gentleman's Sufferings: 
He dying alter an en 4 about three 
Weeks. 

After ber Huſband's Death Fo 172 3) 
M rs. Sydenham; now- deſtitute almoſt of 
| Neceflaries, - reſolved to remove into Hol- 
land, where her Mother and other Re- 
lations were living: Her Father having 
been dead ſome Years. I was ſoon ap- 
priſed of her Intention; for the reveren- 
tial Eſteem I had. for the Memory of that 
worthy” Man her Huſband, had induced 
me to intereſt myſelf in the Welfare of his 
Children, now. deſtitute of all thoſe Ad- 
vantages which Fortune promiſed chem at 
their Birth, but had ſince forbid them to 
expect. This I fay induced me to keep 


up that — 1 in the Family which I 
;; 4 <4 da 


l 
* 
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had never let drop, from the Time I lis. 


ved in it till now. * 

As I knew that Mrs. Ser bons un 
natural Averſion for her Son Harry ill 
continued, I did not once mention him te 
her, nordidſhetake the leaſt notice of him 
to me. In fine; ſhe fold off what Effects 
her Huſband had left; and in a Hutry, 
which I did not rightly comprehend; em- 


barked with her other Children for Ho. 


land; leaving Harry in ſuch a Situation as 
furely no other Woman, much leſs a Pa- 
rent could have done. Miſs Jenny was 
already gone out of the World. She died 
ſometime before her Father: Her Diſtem- 
was the Meaſles ; and I very much ſuſ- 
peed that this firie Girl toſt her Life fot 
want of proper Care being taken of her, 
during her Sickneſs. Let us now return 
to Harry. 

A little before Mr. Sy denham's Death; 
his Kinſman of Salop, inding himſelf not 


* Here it may not bei impropef to inform the Header, 
that the Author, when out of his Time, went into Bu. 1 
neſs in Partnerfhip with another ybung Merchant of Bri- 
4:1; and was honoured with Mr. Szdenham's intimate 
Friendſhip as long as that Gentleman hy 
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id well paid for the Child's Board as uſual, 

and that his Father was reduced very low 
im the World, wrote to him deſiring that 
Harry might be ſent for Home; pretend- 
ing that he was going to leave off Houſe- 
keeping, and eonſequently that it would 
be inconvenient to keep the Child much 
longer. In anſwer to this Mr. Sydenham 
wrotehim Word to ſend the Boy to Bri- 
ftel-as ſoon as he pleaſed. Hereupon Har- 
ty himſelf, being now fourteen Years old, 
wrote back to his Father, informing him 
what Day his Couſin had fixed on for his 
Departure from Salop, and when he 
ſhould be in Briſiol. This Letter hap- 


pening to be wrote while his Father lay 


on his Death-bed, it undoubtedly fell i into 
the Hands of his Mother; and probably 


that was her principal Inducement for re- 


moving ſo precipitately into Holland, as ſhe 


thereby avoided an Interview with her Son; 


the Conſequence of which would have 
been, that ſhe muſt have taken care of him, 
at leaſt 7 as far as lay in her Power. 


A few Days after Mrs. Sydenbam's De- 


parture from Briſtol, the poor Boy arrives 


in 


1:67). 
in that City; but finds his Father dead, 
and the reſt of the Family gone out of the 
Kingdom. I leave you to imagine the 
Conſternation the Child was in at fo ſhock- 
ing a Diſappointment. : The Perſon who 
brought him from Salop, immediately ap- 
plied himſelf. to find out thoſe who had 


been Mr. Sydenham's .moſt intimate 
Friends, hoping they might put him in 


the moſt proper Way to diſpoſe of his 
Charge. Amongſt others he was direct- 
ed to me, and I gladly took the Boy into 
my Protection: And this I the more free- 


ly did, as I had no Family of my own to 


take care of. 


I had been very fond of this Boy beldes 


he went to Salep, but was now perfectly 


charmed with him; he was ſo much im. 
prov' 'd, both in his natural Endowments, 

and in every exterior Accompliſhment. I 
took the Care of his mortgaged Eſtate in. 
to my own Hands, found it improveable, 


and that it would probably redeem itlelt 

in about ten Vear's Time; but I was not 
in the leaſt appriſed of the Kn-v-ry 
of that V=lI=n W—!:—rs, the At- 
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9 ' tory, to whom it was rhortgaged ; and 
ha who in the End' found Means to deprive 
- the injured nnhappy Yauth of it for ever: 
Sa malignant was the Deſtiny of this 
whole Family! A Family againſt which 


it ſeemed as if the malevolent Fates had 


combined, and peculiarly marked as out 


for Deſtruction! - 
As I intended to bring him up 10 the 


| ractcantile Way, 1 kept him at School 


*till he was fixteen ; where he was initi- 
ated into molt of the European | Langua- 
ges; as French, Spaniſh, ' Italian, High- 


Dutch, &c, and having an admirable Ge- 
nius, he made a ſurpriſing Progreſs in 
this Kind of Learning. At the Expiration of 
theſe two Years I intended to have taken 
him Apprentice, without the uſual Fee; but 
when that Time came, an Event, which 
I had in ſome Meaſure foreſeen, tho' un- 
able to prevent, obliged me to abandon 


this Deſign : In ſhort it was now that my 


Partner, by his Folly and Extravagance, 
became a Bankrupt, and neceſſarily invol- 
'2 _ me in. the {ame Diſaſter. However, we 


made 
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made Shift to ſatisfy our Creditors, with 
little Detriment to my patrimonial For- 
tune in this County; to which, having 
no Temptation to venture again into the 
buſy: World, I reſolved to retire, and end 
my Days in an eaſy obſcurity: And to 
which indeed my Genius was naturally more 
inclined, than to Hurry and Fatigue. — 
I mention this Affair to you, who know 
all the Circumſtances of it as well as my 
ſelf, only for the Sake of connecting the 
Hiſtory of my dear young Sydenham. 

Before I left Brifel, I recommended 
my beloved Orphan to an eminent Sugar- 
Baker of my Acquaintance in that City, 
who took him into his Service, in qua- 
lity of Book-Keeper. He lived in this 
Station till the Year 1728, when upon 
 fome Diſguſt, he left the Sugar-Baker 
and Became Rider to the noted Mr. D— 
an old Friend of his Father's, and whom 
you have often heard me talk of. Mr. 
| D-— had contracted a great Eſteem 
for Mr. Sydenham (for ſo my Friend Har- 
ry ſhould now be tiled) whilſt with the 
Sugar-Baker; and, I believe, gave him 
great 
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great Encouragement to quit that Service 
promiſing to maintain him like a Gentle- 
man, and requiring nothing of him in re- 
turn, but a faithful Diſcharge of ſo eaſy and 
delightful an Employment, as riding about 
the Country to collect his Caſh, and take 
in Orders. But my Friend, as he hath 
often aſſured me, had ſtill a greater In- 
ducement to embrace Mr. D—'s Offer; 
and that was the great Dealings which 
that Gentleman had in Lancaſbire, and 
other adjacent Parts, which furniſhed him 
with frequent Opportunities of {| pending 
many agreeable Hours with me in this 
Town, For 1 had taken up my Reſidence 
in Mancheſter ſome time before. 

In this Station of Rider, Mr. Sydepham 
lived as happily, and I may add as gen- 
tecly, as a Gentleman could poſſibly do: I 
mean any Gentleman who is not indepen- 
dant c of a Place, or Office, under either his 
King, his Country, oraparticular Perſon, the 
Duties of which he is obliged to diſcharge 
without. * Subſtitute. Mr. D— -s E. 
ſteem and Affection for him increaſed eve- 


ry, Pur to ſuch 4 * as to treat « bom | 
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withno leGTendeinefand desde ith 
he did his own Son, who was his Rider 
before Mr. Sydenham; and who alſo was 
no leſs fond of that engaging Youth, and 
took great Pleaſure in going the Rounds 
with him, at his firſt Entrance into this 
new Employment. Mr. Sydenham could 
form no Deſires, could aſk no Favours, 
but what his generous Patron chearfully 
complied with: The one being indeed 
more ready to grant, than the other was 
to aſk; I will inſtance one remarkable 
Proof of Mr. D——'s great Regard for 
my Friend, and his Readineſs to gratify 
him in any Thing he was capable of aſk- 
ing. Mr. Sydenham obſerving that his 
Buſineſs frequently afforded him ſo much 
Leiſure as to remain at Home for many 
Days, and even Weeks together, during 
which he had nothing to amuſe himſelf 
with, except his favourite Entertainment, 
Reading, he ſolicited Mr. D— te 
permit him to contrive His Circuits in 
ſuch a Manner, as that he might paſs 
away as much of his ſpare Time at 
Mancheſter, as he could without any De- 
triment 
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triment to his Buſineſs. This Requeſt Me, 
D— kindly agreed to, tho' with Regret, as 
he took great Pleaſure in having Mr. Syden= 
bam as much about himſelf as he conve- 
nientiy end. 
Andlerd Mr D lo Wale by his 
Generoſity to my Friend, whoſe enga- 
ging Behaviour, becoming Addreſs, and 
Diligence in Buſineſs, won the Hearts of 
every Body, and amply recompenſed his 
Patron for all he did or could do for him, 
as a Servant; For as Mr. Sydenham's Fide- 
lity was unqueſtionable, his Capacity for 
Bufineſs admirable, and his Application to 
it ſcarcely to be parallel'd, ſuch: a Servant 
could never be over-valued. 

After having thus ſpoken of that Part 
of Mr. $ 'ydenham's Character which proves 
him a Man of Buſineſs, would one that 
had never heard the reſt, imagine him to 
have been a Man af Letters, and extream- 
| ly addicted toihis Studies? But, this con- 

fidere& would it not yet more ſurpriſe ſuch 
an one to hear him extolbd as a gay, ea- 
iy, unaffected, chearful Companion; and 
* nd in the whole of his Character 


every 


every. Accoinplitiment: neceſſary to ſnake 
up that of à compleat Gentleman — 


times int a ſeeming” Extravagance of 


Comnithdation Out of the Abundahee 
of my Heart my Pen ſpeaks: his Praiſes, ; 
and tho" perhaps'yow-triay ſuſpeck me of . 


being tather too laviſh of them, yet 


cool impartial Reaſon tells me 4 


Thing. If you think I have at all exdge 
getated his good Qualities, you: ate: fac 
ken! Lou on think" fp 3 you 

knew him not @ welt; 


that gebetoug Principle without whieh ; 


Man Aegenerates) heſo the Beaſt)! Tieall 


it a generdus man cells doe 
3111 290.7 5 02.20 * 


WO * 


me Dear Hai, if the Warmth-of 
mz Affection fat a excellent Friend, 
hom I habe lately loft; heats me ſotnec 
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1 e wan ("+ e n 
in the mean W The poor 
_ indigent Nan that's grateful, would-be ge- 
nerdus too if Fortune would but let him. 
*F'was" this Prineiple that | firſt: attached 
young Harry: Sydenbam to me but, ex- 
cluſive of this Obligation, What it was 
INN laſt raiſed his Regards for me above 

the,orflinary|Height of Reſpect, and filed 
Bis Soul with Sentiments of Friendſhip, 
bf far. more tendet, warm, and lively, 
_ that thoſe: inſpired: by Gratitude; I ſay 
Whit his Inducements were for afterwards 
_ "regirdiog-me with Io brotherly, and yet 
_ — :lablime an Affection, notwithſtanding 
© the Diſparity'off Age betwirt us, I ſhall 
ke 80 about to explain. However, I 
will give you the. Copy of a Spasch he one 
1 made to meat Mancbeſer on this 
 SubjeQ, after having cnſually congratulated 
eech other on tlie mutual Pleaſure we en- 
Joyech in our Friendly Commerce together, 
len cup verbaband-epiſtolary- Conver- 
 -fltions; the ſeized my Hand, and with a 
A Tenderntl5 n Ins Countenanée rig, 
Ane generoas are you Dear L——, to 
3 bid me e forget the Obligations I lie un- 


| * der 


| . 

ee der to you? But tho I cannot do that, 
yet Ion you are in the Right: We 
both undetſtand the niceſt Laws of 
Friendſtiip ; we feel their Force, and 
e are animated by them. Meer - Grati- 
“ tude indeed attracts the Heart, but fixes 

it at a Diſtance, and bids it come no 
e nearer. Favours beſtowed and not re- 
4 turned, create a Senſe of Obligation 
and Dependance, inconſiſtent with per- 
* fect F. riendſhip, becauſe it is not mutu- 


al: Let us then baniſh. the Memory 


« of every Thing that may tend to de- 


** troy the Ballance of Friendſhip be- 


„ twixt us. As Mr. L the Gude. 
man, and Harry Sydenham. the poor 


«© Man, indeed we are unequal, our Cir- 


© cumftances are different, and we are 
4 diſtinct Perſons; but as two Friends, 
and really ſuch, we are in a State of 
0 Equality; our Hearts and Afſections 
are united, and tho we have two Bo- 
« dies, we are but one Soul. What I 
* here ſay, indeed, would have ſounded 
better from thy Mouth, as thou art 


4 * Benefactor; but the Sentiments are 


1 2 
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F mo les juſt fob being mine. Icpeakgon- 
1 What 1 Know- and feel i fag myown 
Heart: I love thhe not ſo much "oe 
„ having done me great Services. 8 L d 


s becauſe I know js is — 1 


be. [benevolent ; and that thou Wouldeſt do 
as much for all that need it, were it in 
a thy Power. I alſo think that my 
n Spirit and Inclinations are the 


tame, and that if our Circumſtances had 


i been inverted, and I had done for thee 
hat thou haſt done for me, 1 ſhould 


Fe ' have loved and' reſpected thee as much 
as I do now, notwithſtanding the Ob- 
ede I lie under to thee: I love thee 

* my dear Friend much more for thy na- 

tive Excellencies, than for all the good 


4 


te thou haſt done me.” 


The above is as exactly i in the Words | 
in -which he delivered himſelf, as it was | 


poſſible for my Memory to orelliys them. 


In the Sentiments you will obſerve that 


extenſive Latitude ſo peculiar to himſelf; 
and which was not more enn than 
beautifully conf] picuous in every Thing he 


thought end r . Al (Ot 


E 


1 1 771 EY 
"It Wah not” till about the twentieth: Yer 


of Mr" Henan Age,” that our-Friend- 
for each other had improved and ri- 
pened to ſuch Perfection; an Age at 
Which 4 young Man might naturally 
enough have ſuffered the Warmth of His 
Gratitude, for Services done him ſo 
long b before, to have rather'lacken'd' and 
cooP'd, than to have grown upon him. 
This Remark ſerves to corroborate: wha 
he ſaid as above, (il c.) that it was ſome- 
thing ſuperior to meer Gratitude that in- 
duced him to ſet ſuch a Value on m 
Friendſhip as he, did. In ſhort, I hope 
I may — the Imputation of Vanity, 
aſſert that he loved me for the very fame 
Reaſons that I loved him; ; and after the 
Deſcription I have given ef his Perſon and 
Manners, you need beat no Loſs to aceount 
for eee Affection oy had for” nl 
Sydenham. 
If this Letter v was addreſed to a Suan | 
ger, doubtleſs he would imagine that ſelf- 
Conceit, had | prompted. me to what 1 
have juſt been ſaying; but you know my 
Chatacter too well to charge me with 
any 


— —— — — —— ¼— mm 
* 


3 What falls to my 


Share, as a Cxegture endued with Human 
Paſſions and, Principles, and, amongſt 
others, with that of Self-Loye, which is 
both the Center and Source of all others. 
Much greater Men than myſelf haye been 


accuſed of Vanity. Cicero, one of the 


fineſt Men that ever lived, has been much 
: 5 Writers, on this Ac- 
count ʒ yet there hath not been wanting 


1 Perſons. of: ſound | Judgment to yindicate 


him on this Head; and to prove that a 
certain Degree of Pride, and Love of 


Praiſe is neceſſary to and inſeparable | from 


the Characters of great and virtuous Men. 
chen Self-love, or to have a good Opi- 
nion of ones ſelf, is excuſable in great 
Men, I mean hen it does not exceed that 
proper Conſciouſneſo, which as poor Har- 
1 Sydenham uſed to ſay, ſerves to animate 
People to ſuch good, and virtuous Actions, 
as they think worthy themſelves; and to 
deter them from doing any Thing mean, 
vor beneath their own: Dignity) if this I ſay 
— fer eaben 14.2409, why 


— 1 3 - 
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may. it pot, in, Me, de ms: 
ahle in ſuch. an one as myſelf. 
While Mr. Sydenham continued in the 


Service of Mr. D, which was till 
within two Months of his unhappy Mar« 
riage,” I had the Pleaſure of lis Company 
at Manchefter generally one in every ta 
Months; and ſometimes he would-tarry 
a Fomight together; and a chance Time, 
perhaps'once in à Year, he would make 
it three Weeks; juſt as his Buſineſs would 
permit, or he eould-contrive it. In theſe 
pleaſant Inter vals my Time paſs d lightly 
away, in che loved Converſation of 
delightful u Companion! Well migbetbe 
wiſe Son of SIR Ac aſſert that a faithful 
Friend is Ibe Medicine of Liſe; and bethat 
bath found ſuch an one, vb found & Tred- 
ſure. And Ciehxo, Hat Fri. i 
creafeth Happineſs AY Miſery, by 
tht abubling our "Foy," —— a 
_ Givef:"P&bubt®no0t"Þut- theſe illaſfribus 
| Antients derived the above, and &therthe 
like divih@Bentittients, from cbeir on Ex- 
perienc of the Chatms of Fri 
And had I the Hebrew's loſty Pen, — -= a 


* Romans 
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adage, the Happintis I once ꝓoſſeſs d, 


hut now alas have. loſt: Then would I. in 
ſors Meare; racompence my Sufferings, 
bxn gaining Fame; atleaſt in lieu bf more 
ſubſtantial Friendſhip: and fondly eaſe 
mymthneboly(Heart;by publickly eveal- 
ingrihat it feels}but. Ws vs wb | 


Than haply might my Grief, 
. Abatement; y fording half. Mankind to 
hart tem with mei Baut, alas, this 


intg its fender Sentiment. 
| Ment Pt nan 
5 


— . Will, 
Naxratire, hi (18 ovOds od: 791100 218. 131 7739 


_Sroeofoing to give yu ſome Account 


: of ha: Converſation. we uſually employed 
cutſlres in, when * 


e 


eloquent Tongue, like them too! 
I would tell Poſtetity in brezthing Lan- 


Canfalatonis-debied: me My weaker 
 BFenjounzquat»tootheb noble dubject, but 
: faintly draws the lively: glowing Ban and 


Buri bveught th aſk you,. Fardon fot 
abe 49:6. ty xapeat theſe 


Nr, 
terry, Eatertaioment to hear or : 
therefore plume, my 


6979 


We were both fondly captivated by the - 


Charms of Reading, but my Friend was 
equally learned in the Study of Mankind, 
having now indeed, more Opportunities 
for reading Men than Books. Hence our 
Converſations generally turned upon the 
Knowledge of the World, the Advantages 
of Reading, the Charms of private Friend- 


ſhip, the Pleaſures of ſocial Virtue, (i. e.) 


the Satisfaction ariſing from the Practice 
of the moral Duties; and the Excellent 
and Uſefulneſs of Religion. V 

Upon. theſe Subjects we had always 
ſomething new to ſay ; ſome freſh Diſco« 
very to communicate; ſome yet unobſer- 
ved faltance of the Wiſdom of God, 


the, Goodneſs of his Providence to admire 


and rejoice at; and ſometimes the Follies 
and Abſurdities of Mankind to laugh at. 
The Books , we chiefly delighted in, 
were Poetry, the graver ſort; Hiſtory 
Moral, Natural, and, ſometimes, Expe 
rimental Philoſophy ; and fome few. Di- 
vinity ; there wete, however, two kinds 
of ſtudy which we underſtood not in com- 
mon, v:2. Abſtract or pure Mathematicks, 


which my Friend was very well vers d in; 


and Gardening, which I was always ex- 


treamly fond of; yet out of theſe either of 


us could occaſionally entertain the other. 
Thus were we never at a Loſs for Sub- 
jects of Amuſement : Amuſements which 

N ö K never 
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never fail to produce Inſtruction and Im- 
provement as well as Delight; ſo that 
we had no reliſh for lower Entertainments, 
or meaner Company than our ſelves 
Thus our Friendſhip ſtrengthened itſelf, by 
making us neceſſary to each other: For 
when aſunder, our Lives dragg'd heavily 
along, all other Converſations, all ſeparate 
Enjoymentslanguith'd in the Poſſeſſion, and 
loſt their reliſh ; and by either of us true 
Satisfaction never could be found but in 
each other's loved Society: however, our 
Giftolary Correſpondence. produced us 
many folid Pleafures: I have à Series 
of my dear Friend's excellent Letters, 
ſome of which, in my eſteem, are not in- 
feriour to the moſt admired of your Favo- 


- 


e | 
But Heaven never intended this tran- 


cient World for laſting Scenes of Happi- 


nes : All our Enjoyments here are mo- 
mentary: we graſp continually indeed, at 
_ Satisfaction, and frequently 
We think we've caught the airyWanderer ; 
bat/ſcarce have our deluſivè Hopes begun 

d bell us the is Red, and will be conſtant 
to us, when, in an inſtant, Lo! the flee- 
ting Phantom's gone! Duration is not 
jv = 6 on any EAR TRHLY Goop,——lIn 
this Life we can enjoy nothing but what 
we muſt, ſooner or later, loſe. Even 
Friendſhip ! conſtant Friendſhip ! yields to 
_ Es Death, 
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Death, and teaves its better half behind. 
——My Sydenham I had not long enjoy d, 
e er Death, envying my Happineſs, came 
unexpectedly and took him from mel my 
Loſs too, is the more greviouſly felt, as the 
Means this cruel Robber uſed, were ſuch 

as only ſerved to fill us both with expecta - 
tions of ſo oppoſite a Nature. What we 
joyfully took for a happy Wind that would 
lately waft us to the with'd for Shore, tur- 
ned _ alaſs a dreadful, Storm, to over- 
whelm us in a Sea of Ruin. The fad- 
Cataſtrophe happen'd as follows. 

In January lait (i. e. 1744-5) Mr. Syd- 

enbam being at 2. was one Even- 
ing invited to ſup with à young Merchant 
of that Town ; accordingly my Friend 
went, and found there a mixed Company 
of both Sexes, particularly a young Lady 
from Lancaſter, a Relation of the Mer- 
chant's, who had invited her to Liverpool 
to paſs, the Chriſimas with him. Mr. Syd- 
enbam was at firſt, fight ſtruck with this 
Lady's Beauty and modeſt, yet eaſy, De- 
portment; but when he beard her talk, 
tho! her words were but few, he was 
perfectly charm d. He had never yet been 
in Love, conſequently this firſt Impreſſion 
ſtruck deep into his Heart. All his Atten- 
tion was turned towards her; the reſt of 
the Company grew dull and inpidtt to him, 
ok watch d all 14 1 her as 


(34) | 
nb and every thing ſhe ſaid and 
did, only ſerved to dnake' bun dle more 
enamoured. I am not writing a Romance, 

ſo neo not run into a tedious Recital of 

ot the gradual Progreſo Love makes in the 

Heart; and therefore I ſhall in two words 

tell you that he abſolutely fell in Love, 
As for the Lady, —9 leſs affected 
by the hand ſome Perſon, genteel Air, | 
and graceful Addreſs of Mr Sydenham ; 
1 Accompliſhments, joined wich the 
Senſe which ſhe readily diſoerned in 

is Converſation, and the Compliments his 
2 paid her, in their dumb 
-1biith Language, made her ſet ſo 
high a value on his Heart, that ſhe was 
not # little pleaſed to find that it was at 
her Diſpoſal: I ſay his Eyes in voluntarily 
told het of the queſt ſhe had made, 
for ha ſtrove all he could to conceal it from 

N r as ſome of them were Stran- 

gers to him, and, he knew not Wake 
lation they might b to her. 

*3; Though Mr. Sydenbam had no 
|.) thoughts of Matrimony; by reaſon of his 
Ipeapacity for entering that State with Ad- 

- vantage, as he had no Fortune to recom- 


mend him to a Woman with one, yet he 
could not forbear enquiring, the next Day, 
* "concerning: the young Lady's Place of Re- 
| —_— and other Circumſtances; and to 
| his ret t SatixfaRion d that the lived 
VASES. at 


_ (689) 

"at Lancafter, that her Parents were dead, 
and that ſhe had three thouſand Pounds in 
her oN, Hands. This pleaſed him ex- 
ceedingly, notwithſtanding he had, as I 
have intimated, no Intention of making 
any matrimonial Offers to her, becauſe of 
the Inequality of their Circumſtances. — 
With regard to Family deſcent; tis true he 
conſider d himſelf as her equal, but then 
he was reduced to the dependant State of 
a Servant, tho' a diſtinguiſhed one; nor 
had he any Thing in the World to de- 
pend upon, excluſive of the extraor- 
dinary Favour * of Mr. D whete- 
as ſhe, a Lady of ſuch Merit and For- 
tune, might reaſonably expect, and Was 
| Juſtly y entitled to a en of Con- 

_ fiderable” Rank. —-Theſe Reflections per- 

exed him not a little: He did not aim, 

he could not rationally hi ope to marry her 

yet he wiſh'd to be acquainted with her, 


'pleafing himſelf: atonick Views of 

gaining hetEſteem' 1d: At 
This Kind of be money cm 
himſelf from what yes had oinlytold 


_ the preceding Evening; ide diſtin- 
Core ite Behaviour towards him, more 
the other Nen who Wears) in che 


'$ #45 yo en T 


: | # As to Mr. at Gate, he Reader i 
, defired to temembe A t was Intimated concerning it, 
in p. 23, viz. that } Mee WY by the Perſon | 
e rs margaged n 


| Company 


3 


Sydenham being; 7 — — Li. 
to Lancaſter, he recollected that 
the Lady Fs bave ſome Com- 
mands to own; and this furniſhed 
him — See an Opportunity of waiting on 
by hich be accordin gly did; and in 
Mannen deſired, the Honour 
—— . any. for Lan- 
aſter, replied in the ** | 
bat very — 3 him; 
that the ſhould return thither Keele = 
Nay after, Mr. Sydenkon. propoſed. to ſet 
out. Ne immediately caught hold ot this 
favgurable Incident, and. —2 dito defer 
his Departure a Day longer, if, ſhe, would 
permit him to attend her on the Road. 
This Offer, with ſome Ces for detain- 
Day extraordinary; was. accept- 


ing him a 
| 70 22 ta their mutual Wüncpien. 


caſter ſhe addreſs d herſelf to my Friend 
2 follows. Sir, I think myſelf much 
« -qbliged to you for the Care you have 
1 taken of me _ our ſhort Journey: 
Hail Yo ELITES | ov which 


* : 
As. 4 I Fs . 
* * 1 1 4 
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* which; it would be Injuſtice to you not 
" acknowledge, has been a very agreeable 
* One. I know not how to repay what 
* 'T'owe you on this Occafion, but my 
„ Coufin B-—, with whom I live, 
«will be glad to thank you at his Houſe; 
and I muſt beg the Favour of knowing 


your Inn.“ This polite Invitation to 


viſit her at her own Home, Mr. Sydenham 
received with great Pleaſure; told her 
that be only could be the Debtor on futh un 
Ocraßon, and that he ſhould always reftect 
vn this as the moſt delightful Jou — bed 
ever made in his Lie. So ſaying he took 
his Leave of her at the Entrance into the 
Town; it being judged improper, for 
ſome Reaſons, that he ſhould wait on her 
to her Couſin s Houſe. 

The next Day Mr. Sylke t his 
Inn, received a Meſſage from Mr. B-—— 
the Lady's Couſin, deſiring his Company 
that Evening at the ſaid Mr, B Houſe. 
"Accordingly my Friend went, and was 
'genteely entertained by Mr. B and his 


Couſin Miſs B the aforefaid young = 


Lady. After an elegant Supper, Mr. 

ham took his Leave, but not till he had ob- 

"tained Miſs Bs Permiſſion to renew the 

'Viſit as often as he ſhould come to Lan- 

caſter. In ſhort, my Friend and tlie young 

Lady came to ſo IE an Vnderfinging 
together 


„ + %* 


r 


* 
/ 
— == 5 a 
OS bs LEED 2 8 
XI 7 = - 2 


LOS 
— 


— ES — 
Cc ĩ ⅛¼—ꝛà—— ³·⁴rꝛ·ĩ⁊˙ ̃ q 
2 . FT x by AL 2 
— —— — — N — 
== 2 FI 22 ä 8 22 
* — — — _ — - — — — — <_- 


— 55 — SIS 4 
— —_— — — — — 
= 2 —- — — 


8 


5 * „ 1 * 
—— — 


a. Aa - 
— 


— rhe Paris 
> ERNEST Fg 5 = FP — TR "5 45 wc — — « 
— * — — — 2 — - - —— — — p 

bad — On——_ — — 


(8). 

together, after he had been at Lancaſter 

| - abouthalfa ſcore Times, betwixt Janu- 

ary and Auguſt, that ſhe confefs'd to him 

| the took great Pleaſure in his Converſa- 

| tion, Cc. And tho' Matrimony was not 

| pos d on either Side, yet ſhe promiſed 

him not to marry without his Approba- 

tion. This was as much as he had yet pre- 
ſumed to aſk of her; tho' tis not impro- 

| bable but that if he had requeſted more, 

| ſhe would have granted all Things with- 

| in the Bounds of Honour, for ſhe was 

nao das deeply in Love with him as he 

wess with her, Letters paſſed continually 


-* betwixt them, when they were abſent 
from each other; yet neither in theſe nor 

in their perſonal Interviews did they pro- 
feſs any more than meer Platoniſm : 

A ſeſter and more refined Kind of Friend- 
ſhip, independant of the Difference of Sex. 
This Conduct of theirs may be thus ac- 

counted for, 3 | 
Mr. Sydenham could not eaſily prevail 
on | himſelf to part from his generous 
Friend and Patron Mr. Hefe knew 
defigned great Things for him. For 
though =. but Mr. D—, 
f properly conſulted, might be pre- 
vailed to conſent to his Marrying with 
ſo much Advantage, and might alſo be wil- 
ling either to take him into Partnerſhip, or 

to aſſiſt him in entering into „ 


Im 


extream ly, 


Mr. D— 
bam. 


1 x; 


, had a 


In Auguſt 


laſt, 
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ir Fate. 


1 


« You' know 


himſelf, upon the Footing of her Fortune; yet 
he knew Miſs B would never conſent that her 
Huſhand ſhovld be a Tradeſman: F or all 
her Relations were of the ſuperior Claſs; were 
proud and baughty, and would 
ever deſpiſe her if ſhe married any one under 
the Rank of a Gentleman: And beſides, tho 
Mr, Sydenham was, born a Gentleman, yet 
as he had no Eſtate to enable him to live 
out of Service, and a 
Fortune alone would not be ſufficient to ſu 
port them in ſuch. a Manner as the 
could think of being content with, 
cially if they ſhould happen to have many 
Children. 

Thus they continued in a State of Uncer- 
tainty, knowing indeed what to wiſh for, but 
not what to expect; content, at preſent, with 
their pleaſing mutual Commerce, and refolv- 
ing to wait the Conrſe of Providence and 
| probably they might have remained fo till now, 


had not two Nav den F Events bs aden 
united to precipitate t 0 


I have already told you, that the Son of 
great Eſteem for Mr. Syden- 
the former took the 
latter aſide, and told him he had a Secret of 
rtance to communicate. 
« (lays he) that I have for ſome Time kept 
« up an Intimacy with Miſs G—' and you 
te are the only Friend 1 have intruſted with 
« * the Wee of it. I have now reſolv d to 


ns Marry 
. * 111 
* , * £ 
= 
wy 


pear as ſuch, ſo her 
y themſelves 
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* matry her privately, but I muſt have your 
© Affiſtance.” Aſtoniſhed at whet he heard. 

Mr. Sydenham cry'd out Dear Mr. D, I 
hope you are not in Earneſt! is it poſſible 
you can be mad enough to marry that Girl > 
* You know ſhe has not a Penny in the 
Gf World, neither is her Character unqueſtion- 
able — ſuch a Match will not only break 
9* Jour poor Father's Heart, but alſo Ruin you 
er into the Bargain. — this prudent Re- 
monſtranee avalled but little with the other, 
who thought himſelf too far engaged to recede 
with Honour; and being reſolved on his own 
Deſtruction, only replied, the Thing 1s deter- 
mined, and your Advice is unſea Chak; all T 
Want From you is but a Trifle, beſides keeps ng 
my Secret. © Sir,” fays Mr. Sydenham, inter- 
rupting him again, TI have not Patience to 
«ſee you fo extravagantly wild | I will never 
{!lend a hand to forward your utter Ruin; 

and as for concealing your Deſign, if you 
e do not äbſolutel be v. it, you muſt 
«excuſe me if I let your Father know it; 

© for tis impoſſible” for me to remain Neuter, 
«when the Happineſs of you both lies at 
e Stake.“ This friendly Sincerity, only 
ſerved to enrage the other, who left him in a 
deſperate Paſſion, ſaying, 1 if you will not do me 
the Tittle Favour ] had to aff, another will, and 
you may. tell my Father if you dare; for I 72 ure 


you, Mr. Sydenham, that au" 800 be wr Tn 
| Wn , rer. by that. 


gs Tho! 


(e 3 
Tho' Mr. Sydenham well knew the revenge 
ful Temper 227 young D——, yet this Menac- 
did not deter him from inſtantly acquainting 
his Father with what he knew. The Intelli- 
_ gence came juſt Time enough for the old Gen- 
tleman to take ſuch Meaſures as entirely pre- 
vented the young one from doing what he 
would alter ward have repented as long, as he 
lived. | 
| 9 D. — ſeeing his Deſign ruined, 
was ſo exaſperated,” that he would probably | 
have murder'd Mr. Daene. d, he not 
been gone into the Country; whereupon, the 
other left his Father's Houſe abruptly, and 
went up to London, from whence he wrote his 
Father Word, that he muſt eitben part for ever 
with bis Rider or bis Son; for that he. never 
aud return Home, but upon a, ſolemn. Aſſur- 
ance that Mr. Sydenham ſhould hape no further 
Concern; with the Buſineſs, nor be, on any Pretence 
whatever, admitted, Within their Doors. This 
Letter threw. the good old. Gentleman into the 
utmoſt, Grief. He perfectly doated on his Son, | 
and would have ſacrificed any Thing to him 
on. ſuch an Occaſion but to part. with his be- 
loved. Sydenham was. a heart-breakin 50 rial. 
He wrote many Letters to his Fe NE of 
ſoftening his Reſentmeat, but to no Purpoſe : At 
length he went up to London himſelf, but all 
in vain, the other remained incxorable to the 
laſt, When Mr. Sydenham ſaw this, he re- 
BN Mr. 5— 0 Ha him to quit buy 
1 
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(92) .. a 
une a 16 till” his Son ſhould drop his 
- Reſentment, which, by the Way, he knew 
that M-ternper'd Y Youth never would do. This 
Expedient Mr. D , complied with, tho 
not without great ReluQance ; and Mr. Syden- 
bam, in the Middle of OHober, ſet out for 
Lancaſbire. Tho now free from the Re- 
ſtraint of Buſineſs, he only ſtopp'd one Day at 
Mancbeſter, to acquaint me with this Event, 
.cand then proceeded for Lancaſter. In about 
- "tires Days more, I had a Letter from him, 
informming'me that Miſs B—— had 3000 “ 
added to her Fortune by the Death of her Re- 
don and that this generous Lady had given 
bim ſufficient Intimation that he might ſhare 
the whole with her if he pleaſed ; and, in ſhort, 
that the Marriage was agreed on, and was to 
be ſolemnized at Liver pool. in anſwer to 
this, I wrote deſiring him and the Lady to 
make Mancheſter in their Way, notwithſtand- 
o 0 it was fo much round about. I aſſigned 
my Reaſons for this Requeſt, which need not 
| 305 repeated. here. This was complied with, 
And Nev. 16. they arrived in this Town. 
I bad ſeen the Lady before at Lancaſter, and 
- thooghCher a fine Woman then, but knew not 
Half the Excellencies which I now quickly 
diſcerned by converſing withher': Tho' the was 
very much "lcompoied by the March of the 
Nebels into England, and the current Report 
that they would be at Lancaſter on 23d. 
„ aa I adviſed them to OE their _— 
ution 


(93) 
\ution of going to Liverpyal, becauſe the Re- 
bels. if they came ſo far Southward, would 
probably attempt that Town as well as Man- 
cbeſter, and that the latter lay much more con- 


venient for à Retreat towards London. 
Reaſoning took Effect with the Lady, -whoſe 
Fears and Apprehenfions made her liſten to 


any Thing which ſeemed to point out the leaſt. 


Proſpect of Security; and they were according- 
ly married at Mancbeſter on the 2oth. © Onthe 
24th certain Advice came that the Rebels were 
arrived at Lancaſter. This News redoubled 
the Lay: 's re Ab to ſuch an uncom- 
mon Degree, as very much fſurpriſe> us, for 
there ſeemed to be ſomething ſupernattral i in 
it. God knows whether her terrified Heart 
did not in ſome Meaſure forebode what af. 
ter wards happened! The Liverpool Joutney 
was now abfolutely gen over, and Mr. Syden- 


bam propdſed to go. to Maccle: ele, and from 
tbence proceed dente the Rebels 
marched; but his on Was 8 and 
from theilte” if O af Br r i/tol. 
This Plan being g agreed on, 1Ey left Manche- 

Aer on ch 26th," to Mr. Sydenzam had 


Catched a 
tle. 1888014 have accompanied them to Mac- 

| clesfield, bat the Rebels being every Day dect 
ed in Mand heften, Was 6blig ed to remain ere: 4 
having Affairs to take Fr, of, which render a 
my Preſence at t home abſolutely . 
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. At, Stockport * they were obliged to halt; and 
remain there three Days, Mrs. Sydenham being 
ſo ill with an Hyſteriek Cholick, e e With 
Aa Fever, (a Diſorder to Which ſhe was ſubject 
after a Cold) that ſhe could travel no farther. 
What Help this Town afforded ſhe had ; but 
| * Hurry and Confuſion the Place Was in, on 


Den. 


| On the 29th the Van of the Rebel Penn came 
| Ry into Manchefeer, and on the zoth Mr. gy den- 
| ham and his Wife left Stockport :; But had gone 
| only a ew Miles when Mrs. Sydenbam had a 
F EX — and fatal Relapſe; and they were obliged 
to remain another Night at a Houſe on the 
Road, tho' in the very Mouth of the Danger 
they dreaded. The next Mornin . early they 
„ tlieir Servant to... Macclesfield for a Phy- 
* or Apothecary, but he not return- 
ing ſo ſoon as was, expected, and Mrs. Syden- 
ham fancying herſelf able to ride, they again 
ſet out, but never met the Servant, nor has 
he yet been heard of; fans that tis ſuppoſed not 
being able to procure a. fician at Maccles- 
field, he. went 3 — and in the end 
fell into the Hands of the Rebels; who would 
not fail to ſeize his Horſe, but what could be- 
come of the Man is very ſurprizingly uncertain. 
All the Country People were by this Time in 
the utmoſt Diſtraction, on account of ſeveral 
detach'd Bodies of the Rebels, who had en- 
About fix Miles South of Mancheſter. ter'd 
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ter'd the Country on the South Side of Stock- 
fort: This added ſo much to Mrs. Sydenbam's 
terrible Apprehenſions, that (the Caſe ſeeming 
deſperate, and Fear adding Strength to her Spi- 
rits) ſhe ſeemed almoſt inſenfible of her Sick- 
neſs, and began to travel with much greater 
Eaſe than could have been expected, tho' but 
ſlowly : But alas their Deſtruction was much 
nearer them than they imagined. At Butley- 
Aſte (a Place about two Miles North of Mac- 
clesfield) Mr. Sydenham obſerving the Country 


People in a great Commotion, looked behind, 


and faw a Party of Men on Horſeback, dreſs'd 
like Hufſars, coming after them at about 
half a Mile's Diſtance ; hereupon encouraging 
Mrs. Sydenham as well as he could at ſuch a 
Juncture, they began to mend their Pace; but 


in vain, the others had eſpied the Chaiſe and 


Pair they travell'd with, and half a Dozen of 


them headed by the commanding Officer, rode 


before the Reſt and ſeized them. The Officer 
who was a Frenchman, accoſted them with 
great Civility, told them his Orders were gene- 
ral, and that he muſt ſeize on all Horſes he 
could light on; to which Mr Sydenham re- 


plied 55 he would not begrudge them his 


orſes, provided his Wife, who was not well, 


was but in a Place of gafety. Upon this the 


Officer, eyeing Mrs. Sydenham earneſtly, faid he 
would take care of the Lady ; and defired chem 
to drive lowly 'till the Reſt of his People came 


by of THEY * r did, their Number 
about . 
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about an Hundred, the Officer then deſired 


Mr. Sydenham to ſtop till the Men ſhould get 
before, which was readily complied with, and 


then the Chaiſe and the Officer kept at about 


an Hundred Yards behind them. During the 


Remainder of their Journey, before they got 


into the Ton, Colonel La Ferre, for that was 


this Officer's Name and Title, gave his Priſon- 


ers but too much Reaſon to ſuſpect that Mrs. 


Sydenham's Beauty had made ſuch an Impreſ- 


ſion on his Heart, as boded them no great 
Good : This plainly appeared by his ſuperflu- 


ous Aſſiduity, and little forced Gallantries about 


her; and the great Care he affected to take of 
her. Mr. Sydenham ſaw this, and fearing the 
| Conſequence, defired La Serre not to give him- 


ſelf any extraordinary Trouble about the Lady, 


for he would take effectual Care of her himſelf, 
when they came into the Town; but the other 
affecting not to underſtand him, replyed that 
© be hoped ſhe would not make herſelf uneaſy for 


that nw Hurt ſhould happen to her whilſt in bis 


' Cuſtody : This ambiguous Anſwer however 
gave them great Uneaſineſs. | 


When they entered the Town, which: they 


did about a Quarter of an Hour after the Men, 


La Serre told them he muſt detain them ttill 


; Night,; when the Prince with the main Body 
of the Army would be there, and then he 
would endeavour to procure the Reſtoration of 
the Chaiſe and Horſes. But his real Intention, 


{diametrically oppoſite to this Declaration 


7 72 Was 


1% ts GORS - 

Was to carry Mrs. Sydenham. off, and, .whats 
ever —_— of her Husband and the Horſes, W 
to keep that Part of the Booty to himſelf. 10 
However, not caring to affright — too much. 
he ,order'd the Guard which he left over i 
them at their Quarters, to treat them with great 
Reſpect. At Night the Pretender, with about il 
5000 of his People arriv'd, and ſoon after 
La Serre came to them with a pretended. Or- 
der to carry them both to Derby, where their 
Chaiſe and Horſes ſhould be returned; the 

| Reaſon which he pretended the Prince affign' d 
for this Order, was, that he ſhould have no 
further occaſion for them there, as he expected 
by that time to be well ſupplied with. all 
Conveniencies of that Sort : That in the Mean 
time Mr. Sydenbam muſt be content to march 
on foot on the Infantry, but that the Lady 
ſhould be introduced to Mrs. Murray, and the 
other Scotch Ladies, who would ke effec· 
tual Care of her. 

Our unhappy Couple immediately ſaw thro! 
this idle Sham, this pretended Order, but durſt 
not ſpeak. their Opinion for fear of exaſperating 
La Serre, whoſe Behaviour, eſpecially to Mrs. 
Sydenham, plainly, expoſed his Contrivances ; 
However, to evade this, his Priſoners begged 
of him to get the Order revok'd, . proteſting 
they valued not the Chaiſe, &c. defiring only 
to be left at Macclesfield. To this La Serre 

replied, That his Royal Highneſs was ſo 
taken up with * Council, that he durſt 
| e not 
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ct not trouble him again -on that Head, nei- 
ther could he leave them behind without 
% Orders; for that Lady Ogilvie and Mrs. 
2 Murray expected Mrs. Sydenham, whom he 
py ſaid he had recommended to their Care: 
However he would venture to let Mr. dy- 
« denham privately depart, if he pleaſed, pro- 
e yided he left the Lady an Hoſtage for his 
return to them at Derby.” This filly: E- 
vaſion only ſerved to convince them that La 
trre was both Fool and Villain, and that 
ey muſt have a little Patience and try other 
Methods: So Mr. Sydenbam told him fince it 
could not be otherwiſe; they muſt recommend 
themſelves to his Care, and that he would go 
with them to Derby, or to the World's End, 
if they ſhould carry his Wife thither. Well 
& then, replied the Colonel, I will wait on 


the Lady. to her new Quarters, but you 


ce Sir muſt tarry here.“ This was a dreadful 
Sentence, but they were obliged to ſubmit to 
it, and took their laſt Embrace! Mrs. Syden- 


bam wept and lamented bitterly, he too ſhed 


Tears plentifully, and doubtleſs it was a mo- 


ving Scene: For tho“ La Serre affected to 


laugh at them and ſwore they ſhould ſee each 


I agal n in a Day or Two, yet their o- 
minous 


ears filently "kl them this was their 
final parting. rel fays ſhe, My deareſt 


: Life ON CVEr ——We ſhall. never meet again here: 


But T will die thine; and thine only, Tho' Mr. 


Sydenham” 8 Heart was no o leſs full of the ſame 


| Appre- 


(99. ) | 
Apprehenſions, yet he ſtrove what he could to {Ml 
hide them. My Love, ſaid he, Providence, | 
I hope, defigns us a better Fate b ſeauld 
we be afraid of what may never happen? What 
can any one gain by making us unhappy ? As 
La Serre underſtood but little Engliſb (for he 
talked to Mr. Sydenham in French) ſo he would 
not let them have much time to talk together, 
leſt they ſhould concert ſome-thing to thwart 
his Deſigns, and therefore hurried Mrs. Syden- 
ham away, leaving her inconſolable Huſband f 
in the Hands of his Ruffians, who ſoon after j 
{tripped him of his Cloaths and Money, and 1 
inſtead thereof gave him only ſome dirty Rags lj 
to put on. The next Day the Rebels marched 1 
again, and *till they came to Leek, in Stafford» il 
Hire, Mr. Sydenham could not get a Sight. of " 
La Serre; but in this Town he happened to 
meet him in the Market- place. He ſeemed to 
wonder at ſeeing Mr. Sydenham in that Plight, 
promiſed that his things ſhould be reſtored, 
and told him his Wife was very much recover- ö 
- of her Sickneſs; this the other was willing f 
1 


r 


to give Credit to, as ſhe had appeared to be leſs 
diſordered the Evening that they. were parted, 
than ſhe was' before. Perhaps this might in 
ſome meaſure be owing to the violence of her 
Affright when they were ſeized by La Serre 
on the Road; as Agues are ſaid to be ſome- 

times ſcared away. by ſtartlinig Noiſes, Sc. 
Soon after Mr. Sydenham parted from- Lo 
Serre, he diſcovered that the latter, ſo far | 
M 2 | from 


— 6 


(100 


from ordering his Things to be reſtored, had 
wickedly employed one of his Men to pick 
M 2 Quarrel with him, and to kill him. The. 
| Fellow, however, had more Humanity than 
his Officer, and gave Mr. Sydenham Notice of 
| his Danger. Hereupon my poor Friend was 
obliged to do an Action which his Conſci- 
ence would hardly ſuffer him to do, tho” the 
Preſervation of his Life and all its future Hap- 
ineſs depended on it: This was the enliſting 
9 ——17 in one of their Regiments which was 
chiefly made up of raſcally Engliſb . 
by which Step he hoped to get an Oppor- 
tunity of making his Caſe known to the Pre- 
tender himſelf, or ſome other of their Heads; 
not doubting but they would give him ome 
Relief, and at leaft reſcue his Wife out of La 
Serre's Hands: But herein he found himſelf 
deceived,” for the few Engliſb they had among 
them were treated with great Contempt, and 
the leading Officers, who were moſtly French 
* or-Scotch, would not give him the hearing, 
pa tending want of Leiſure, and that they 
Id enquire into the Affair when they 
game to London, and their Hurry was a, little 
over. This Diſappointment cut him to the 
Heart; howeyer,, he now bent all his endea- 
vours to get a Sig ht of his Wife, hoping ſome 
lucky incident Bee yet turn the tide of his 
Misfortunes. | He had heard that La Serre 
had actually placed her with the Scotch La- 
fs, that he I her with great Complai- 


ſance, 
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Lance, and that he was perpetually with her, 


except when the Duties of his Commiſſion 
obliged him to be away, which was but ſel⸗ 
dom. 

When they artived. at Derby, Mr. Sydenhow 
bad an Opportunity of converſing with one of 
Lord Ogiluie's Servants, who gave him an Ac- 
count of La Serre's Character; and deſcribed 
him as a moſt profligate Wretch, half crazed, 
but compleatly wicked: But that he was ne- 
vertheleſs an able Officer, and highly reſpect- 
ed by the Pretender, who humoured bim in 


all Things , and never cared to thwart his ex- 


travagant Whims, and - miſchievous Inclinati- 


ons, for fear of diſobliging him. The Servant 

further added, That the Colonel had brought 

* a fine Lady, who was fick, out of Lanca- 
ure; that ſhe travel'd and lodged with his 


and the other Scotch Ladies; — that La 


e Serre intended and courted her for a Mi- 
e treſs. altho' he had forced her from her 


% Huſbapd, who he reported was dead.“ 


The Man alſo engaged to convey a Letter from 
Mr. ' Sydenham to this Lady, but herein my 


Friend was again diſappointed ; for the next 
Day, being Friday, December 6th, their whole 
Body was ſuddenly put in Motion, and left 
Derby before Noon; ſo that he neithen had 
jeifors for writing, nor for conveying the Let- 
ter, to the Servant, if he could have writ 


one. The Rout they now took was back a- 


gain the ſame Way they came. This Retreat 
8 | | was 
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was nile with ſuch Precipitation that he had 
not the leaſt; Opportunity of enquiring after 


his Wife till they came to Macclesfield, where 
he caſually heard that ſhe was inconſolable on 
the ſuppoſed Death of her Huſband ; (for La 


Serre had made her believe that - Mr. Syden- 


ham had been ſhot by the Country People near 


 fbburn, who: took him for one of the Inva- 


ders) and at Vigun he heard that ſhe had 
been obliged to travel through Lancaſhire with 


a Maſk on. He hoped to have found means 


to have ſeen me at Mancheſter, but the Hurry 
with- which they flew through that Town pre- 
vented him. In fine, my unhappy Friend 
went on with them ill they left him in Car- 
Ne, without being able to get one Sight of 
his Wife, or by any means to let her know 
that he was alive. His being left, with betwixt 
three and four Hundred "others, to garriſon 
this City at once put a Stop to his fruitleſs En- 


| _ deavours, and drove him abſolutely to Deſpair. 


-He had been in hopes that the Duke of Cum- 


 *berldnd would have come up with the Rebels, 


in which Caſe his intention was to have de- 


ſerted; not doubting but his Royal Highneſs 


would be victorious if they came 5 an Action, 
and then he would have found it eaſy enough 
— have recovered Mrs. Sydenham. 

- But now, inſtead of this he faw his Wife, 
uh" Center of all his Happineſs in this 
r A e og loſt, without the rr 

eſt 
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eſt Ray of hope, the moſt diſtant Proſpect-of 
ever regaining her. Doubtleſs what he fufter- 
ed at this Time, might have utterly drove 
him to DiftraQtion, had not the Torrent of 
his Sorrows been ſomething diverted, by the 
dangerous Situation he was in himſelf: For 
as little as he valued his Life at this Juncture, 
he could not bear the Thoughts of fighting 
againſt his King and Country, as he would be 
forced to do if he ſtaid in Carliſe till the 
Arrival of the Duke of Cumberland's Forces be- 
fore it; and after all, perhaps to ſuffer an 
ignominious Death, as a Rebel: Though at 
all Events he had Rill hopes of eſcaping this 
ſhameful Cataſtrophe, by the friendly Aid of 
a malignant Fever, the Effects of the exceſ- 
five Grief and Fatigue he had lately under- 
gone. However as this Reſource was but un- 
certain, as there was a probability of a Siege, 
in which he might, though involuntarily, ſhed 
the innocent Blood of his loyal Countrymen, 
he muſtered up all his Fortitude, made a ſhort 
Truce with his Miſeries, and bent all his 
Thoughts to find ſome Method of eſcaping 
from the Rebel Garriſon. + Fortune, for once, 
favoured bis Endeavours, and gave him an 
Opportunity of getting out of the City, the 
Day before the Duke's Forces appeared be- 
fore the Walls. He now thought it in vain 
to follow the Pretender's Army into Scotland; 
eſpecially as his Sickneſs prey'd on him 10 vi- 
 olently, that he hardly gs to live 'tall 


he 


(194 ) 
he could get back to Menchefter, for. Which 
Place he took the ſhorteſt Road. The Day 


after; his Departure from Carl: Ne, he, overtook 
ſome Countrymen who were returning into 


Lancuſtire, from whence they had been forced 


i attend the Rebels into Scotland, with Hor- 


ſes and Wheel-Carriages. Theſe Men had 
been moſt of' them — by the active La 
Senre and his Huſſars; and one of them in- 
fotmed Mr. Sydenbam that La Serre himſelf 
died in Scotland of the Wounds he had re- 
ceived in the Skirmiſh at Ciſton near Pen- 
ritb, and that the loſs of this Officer was very 
much ta led of and lamented by all the Rebel 


Army; adding that his Death was rendered the 


more remarkable by a Circumſtance that atiend- 


ed it,. for that he no ſooner knew that one of his 


Wounds was a mortal One, than he forced a 


SGentle woman, whom he had carried Priſo- 
ner from England to marry him; after which 


he Was ſo pleased and ſo brisk, that twas 
thought he would have recover d. That the 


Poor, E Lady whom he had thus forced to mar- 

ry him, had attempted to make away with 
herſelf before he died; but was prevented by 
the Guard which he continually kept over her. 


One of the Men further added, that the very 
Day he left their Army he caſually heard 
done of the Duke of Pertb's. Men fay, that 
his Maſter had taken her into his Cuſtody * 
on the Death of L Serre. itt £2 
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Tbis intelligence only ſerved to increaſe Mr. 7 
Fydenbam's Diſtreſs, for he had fondly flatter'd 
himſelf with chimerical hopes of meeting with 
his Wife at Lancaſter; tho“ theſe hopes were 


only founded on a Dream (the Night before) 
that the had made her eſcape out of Carliſie, 
in the Manner that he himſelf had done, and 
was already got to Lancuſter: So natural is it 
for Perſons finking in the Floods of Deſpair, 
to catch at even the Shadow of the ſmalleſt. 
'Twig, vainly hoping by ſuch weak Aſſiſtance 
to prevent their drowning. Mr. Sydenham now. 
began to hope for nothing but Death, and,; 


with all the Pleaſure he was then capable of > 


receiving, he felt its near Approach. All he 
aimed at by returning to Lancaſhire, was to ſee 
me before he died. Providence granted him 
this Conſolation, and in a Week more I Was 
equally ſurpriſed and ſhocked with his miſera- 
ble Appearance at Mancheſter ! By his deject- 
ed Countenance, his etnaciated Body, and his 
wretched Garb, I at firſt Sight gueſſed at Patt 
of his tragical Adventure, having ſuſpected 
ſome ſuch Misfortune, by reaſon of my ha- 
ving never heard from him during the forego- 
ing fatal Series. Oh ny Dear , faid he, 
T am come hither on purpoſe. to ſee thee; and 
to die. With that, the Tears guſhed from 
his Eyes, he ſunk down in my Arms whilſt 1 
held him embraced, and I thought he was al- 
ready expiring. - His Spirits being ſoon ex- 
hauſted, he fat by = for ſome time, with. 
N . - | ; od X os be a $ WS out 
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out ſaying an Thing; ;. FAM which 1 cauſed 
him to take ſomething to refreſh and recruit 
his Spirits; after which he gave me the Sub- 
ſtance of the foregoing Narrative, of what 
he had ſuffered fince the laſt Time I aw him : 
Concluding as follows. After what I have 
S Toft, and what I have ſuffered, you muſt not 
- expect me to live many Days longer; for 
if my Grief is not ſtrong enough to dear me 
< out * this World, the united Aſſiſtance of 
cc the Fever will be ſufficient. I am paſt Re- 
<'covery ; m Heart is broke; but Death is 
60 Eindly Welcome. — For what can 1 wiſh 
e to live for, when I have loſt all that could 
e make this World worth living in? Thy 
_ « Priendſhip indeed is left me, but thou nor 
All Mankind cannot ſupply the Place of her a 
4 höôſe Charms are not to be expreſſed! — 
«Oh! my deareſt, my beſt Friend, if yet ſhe 
«"ljves, and thou ſhouldſt ever ſee" her, tell 
e her I; died for her; that I would not, could not 
ec” hee without her, and that 1 wait for her in a 1 
happict World.— Heaven will, I know, pro- 
e tect her Innocence; her ſpotleſs Soul will ſoon- 
«er leave its lovely Body, her tender conſtant 
«Heart will ſooner court the cold Embrace of 
« Death, than c'er admit another into my Apart- 
ment there. Hier Love and Life are ock as 
* N mine, as mine are her's, and will as ſure- 
ly leave the World een And who knows 


_ 5 ting out to her the 
3 EET I hal ſhortly. travel? 
Theſe moving Expreſſions orerelicliwcl both 

: Theſe himſelf 
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Vial and me in a Flood of Tears: But 1 | 
recelleQing that the Phyſician's. help was ra- 
ther wanting than my fruitleſs Lamentations, 
1 one was ent for, but he came in 
vain: ''The Diſeaſe of his Mind was incu- 
rable; and, indeed, that of his Body was 
the hel of Medicine. After languiſhing a few 
Days, he fell into a Delirium, and in that Con- 
dition expired, raving and calling on the Names 
f his dear Wife, and the barbarous La Serre. 

He was buried at my Expence, in a decent, 
but exceeding private Manner. No one'know- = | 
who was the Perſon interred, except a [| 
very few of my Friends, whoſe Alliance was 
neceſſary.  _= 
Thus died the unhappy Sen of an apt 
Father]! This was the Fate of poor Harry 
* Sydenham; a Man by Nature qualified to a- 
n the higheſt Stations, but by hoodwink- 
ed Fortune placed in almoſt the rs ca 
Give me leave now to. recolle& a few of thoſe 
Parts of his Character which I have interſperſ- 
ed in this long Epiſtle ; and then I will make 
a Concluſion, which perhaps had been made 
much Gontr, but, as Otwey ſays, hen Grief 
ſpeaks, the Tale will have no End. 


Mr. Sydenham was perfectly good-riarured, 

generous, ''compatiionate to exceſs : So pitying, 
ſo tender was his Diſpoſition, that it was al 5 
moſt inſupportable to him to ſee any Creature 
human or animal, in Diſtreſs. Vet, tho! his 
Heart had in it all the Saſtneſß of the other 
1850 N 2 Ser 
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ex, his Courage was not inferior to that of tlie 
— Man: * all Men, except ſuch as 
he knew merited not; his Love, yet. fearing no 
Man, « except the Wiſe and Good, whom he 
was ever carful of offending. But this kind 
of Caution was in him a uſeleſs Virtue, for it 
was almoſt i impoſſible. for a Turn of Mind and 
en ke his, to givę the leaſt; Offence 
| 1. any bes the Fooliſh, or the Vicious. In all 
Thoughts and Actions, tho! limited within 
db Sphere of private; Life, and cramped by 
narrow. Circumſtances, a diſcerning Eye might 
clearly trace out the certain Marks ef a truly 
Great Man: As in the Seed of à Vegetable, 
the curious Naturaliſt views with a Miczofcope;, 
all the Parts of a perfect maturę Plant. In 
ſhort, I may venture to pronounce; him a Hero 
in Diſguiſe: As Cixcinnatgs Was no leſs a Stateſ- 
or General, in the Form of a Country 
Farmer, - than when, inveſted.-with- ſovereign 
uthority over a mighty Nation, which per- 
haps: had periſhed without him. Pardon 
me, dear Hol, for dwelling fo * and 
fondly on the Virtues of one whom I have 
known many Tears, yet every Day found ſome 
new Occaſion to admire and eſteem. I write 
only the Dictates of a Heart filled with Affec- 
tion. for the Memory of an amiable Friend, 
ang if the warm Ideas EX pand and force their 
Paſſage through my Pen 1 cannot help it. If 
I am. guilty. of a Wankncks, the Effect of a ſine 
gere * tender F auer tis a Fault, 8 | 
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the” Nature of it conſidered, carries its own | 
excuſe Along with it. If I write without Me- 
thod, conſider tis but a familiar Letter: In | 
ſhort, whatever literary” Faults" I. have been | 
| of on this Occaſion, muſt pardon 
—— really my — 0 much | 
affected by the Paſſions excited by ny Subjecf, YA 
to art. Hand in Hand with my cooler Judg- 

Indeed I am ſurpr riſed to find that wha 

I I ave vikote: is fo inteHigible as I hope yo 
will firid: it; confidering how much I haye beck 
incapacitated for writing, 'by the” melanchol 
Tun which my Mind has taken fitice the Death 

of my Friend; and yet Tam much more com- 
poſed than could have been expected an ſuch 
an Occafion; My Grief at firſt, was indee 
exceſſive, but tho” it was violent it did not long, 
continue. I wanted to cohceal the ſad Affair, 
but this was impoſſible, unleſs I could rcenounce | 
on conceal my Grief,” For this pu rpoſe, 1 fum-' 
moned all ny Reaſon, all' my Philoſophy ta 
my Aid, and ſoon perceived" that it Was incon⸗ 
den with" orb to moũrh immoderately for 
the mom Abſence of one whom Feonh-* 
dently hoped to meet agam 1 in the Regions ok 
bliſsful Immortality *'T ſah a momentary Abſence, 
for What more is he Rerainder of e Term 
of Vears. which" I am to paſs thro' before I' 
quit this Harth? Eternity in ee a thouſand." 
Years will not amount even to a Moment! As" 
a meer Mortal, tis true, I may think the End 
of 1 or thirty Years — to be ata great 


Diſtance, 
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Diſtance, ut, as an Immortal, 284 E Being con- 
ſcious of my eternal Exiſtence, I lock on the 


Minute r already Paſt. If then 1 „een 
ſuch a Proſpect of ſo only finding him a- 


5 ee eee 
Se 


ation ? Doubleſs the virtuous, Sydenham is 
now enjoying. the Fruits of a — 2g Life ; 
then why ſhould. not I. rather ſtrive to fympa- 
thize with him in his reſent Happineſs, than 
lament ungeneroufly at his having, a little while 


before me, exchanged a bad State for a Better? 


It muſt be owned, A that human Nature 


3 cannot be ſo inſenſible to Pain and Grief as the 
peared to be, for much of their 
Philoſophy was Affectation; but, on the other 
band, there have been great and glorious 


Stoics have ap 


Men, illuſtrious for their Suffering and their 
Fatience; and by ſuch Examples, our Emu- 
lation may be kindled. It was an Obſervati- 
on of my dear Sydenham's, (tho', alas! him- 
{elf could not act up to the Dignity of his own 
abſtracted Sentiments) That the Diftreſs of a 
Man, (of an exalted Soul) who bears his Cala- 
mitfes with a good Grace, and, under the Weight 
of uncommon Affi cti ans, Nene the Tide of Bois 


with a manly Fortitude, does more Honour to 
other Virtue: As this 
albne is the Strong Hold, the Rocł of Defence, 
which all the Reſt mey be redueed ito Ny Hr: 


buman Nature than any 


Support and Protection. 


fende e f mere. of great Gatviee: A 


* bear my Sorrows 
121101 a or 
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or conceal them, that the whole Affair is yet 


unknown in Mancheſter ; and 1 hope it it will re- | 
main fo, at leaſt as long as I continue in it; for | 


it would be inſupportable to me to be 


ed to the Curioſity of half the People in this. 
Town, who would tually be teiving me 


with ungrateful ions on ſo extraordinary, 


and to me, ſo melancholy a Subject. Beſides, | 


I am yet ignorant of poor Mrs. Sydenham's 


Fate: She may yet return, and I would net 
run the Hazard of adding to the weight of her 


Misfortunes, by making 3 publick, when 
perhaps her 'greateſt Conſolation might conſiſt 


in their being concealed from the Eye of the 
World. For theſe Reaſons I muſt caution. 
you againſt taking any Notice of what I have 
here wrote, to any one who may ny. the 


Story down hither. 


7 Fa. 


| 


Mancheſter, Te J—n Ice. : 


Ne 1745. -6, 


P. 8. Since I began to write this Epiſtle, TOI 
was exactly a Week 28 N 


rather Book, whic 
I have received a Letter from my Aunt in 


Semerſetſhire, informing me of the Death of 
my Uncle her Huſband; and that he has left 
me, 7 to us repeated 7 iſes, his 
Dwelling- 


* 


Dear Harry, thine, &c, © 


1 
| 


#7 #: W 
Dwelling-houſe in the Country, and the Eltats 
belopifing to it: My Aunt: fays ſhe intends to 
go to Briſtol, where ſhe Frog ſeveral Houſes 
which her! late Huſband ſettled upon her. As 
for myſelf I intend to leave Manchefter in a- 
bout a:Fortnight's Time, and to retire to my 
2 N goo ay mg where, if it ſhall 
pl, ropoſe to end m and 
for this Putpote 1 have begun Ag my 


Affairs here; — You ſhall again hear from me 


when I have wage my tended D 
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Batratt of 4 Letter ok 5 217 Lon- 
don, #0 Mr. L—— of: Mancheſter, occafi= 


aned | by tbe Publication of the firegoing 


Sheets; dated January the 2 . 


keeping this unfortunate Gentleman's fate 
from the Knowledge of the World, I think 
One. has be, gg Force, and the Other unde- 
niably vaniſhes the Moment you quit Man- 

chbeſter. On the other Hand, you cannot well 
deny, but that the Arguments which I have ad- 
vanced, plainly prove the Reaſonableneſs of my 
Re equeſt, and that the Publication of the hand- 


1 Things you have faid of him, will be a 


very commendable Offering to his Memory. 


Bar if you are yet unconvinced by dint of 
reaſoning, yet 1 muſt infiſt on your compliance, 
meerly ebaulſe it will much oblige me : Not 


that 


S for the Reaſons you have affigned for 


. £@ AY — 0 
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"that I propoſe the leaſt Advantage to myſelf by 
the Printing of your Letters; my ſole Motive 
being purely to ſerve our old Friend 
(the Printer) to whom you need not doubt 
that ſuch a Preſent will be very ſerviceable, 
| Nay, to tell you the Truth, I have not only 
engaged my Word to procure your Conſent, 
to their Publication, but have already em- 
ploy'd a Perſon to tranſcribe them, and Mr. 
R will begin the Work to-morrow. Hows 
ever, if you are —_— to deny us; a Stop will 
be put to it. But 4s I am confident that you 


cannot find a ſolid Reaſon for diſapproving of 


our Deſign, ſo I expect not your Refuſal, and 
ſhall take your Silence for Conſent, if J don't 
hear from you before the End of this Month, 


I believe the Advertiſement will appear in the 


publick Papers about the 6th of February ; 
and then you ſhall. have a Dozen printed Co- 
pies ſent down by the Bath Coach. £ 


T am, &c. 


22 22 


0 N. B. 
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N. B. (by the Publiſher) Mr. J— L— con- 
ſented to the Publication of theſe Letters, in an- 
other to his above figned Relation, dated tbe 28th 
of January ; which Letter it was Judged unne- 
ceſary to add. to {oe Te. 


r 


ih R r 


P 15 read the Dae Jar. th inſtead of Dec, 18. - Ibid 
line ift. of the Letter for 14th read 4th.. P. 18. line 
iſt. for I doubt but, &c. read I doubt not but. Tbid line 14th, for 


Ac8th read 8th. Page 55, line 15, for they read he. Page 79, 
line 7. for one read once. Page 85. in the Reference in the 


Note at the 5 . "read p. 67. 
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Advertiſement. 

Ince theſe Letters went to the Preſs Mr. 
J has been enabled to give the Pub- 

lick an Account of the Treatment which 
Mrs. Sydenham met with from La Serre, af- 
ter her Seperation from-her Huſband at Mac- 
clesfield in Cheſhire ; this will ſpeedily be pub- 
liſh'd as the SEQuEL to Mr. SypDENHAM'S 
Life ; and will contain her affecting Letter to 
her Huſband, (directed to Mr. Je but not 


received till after Mr. Sydenham's Death) in- 
forming him of all her Sufferings during the 


March of the Rebels to Derby, and their Ri- 


turn from thence into Scotland: Alſo a Rela- 
tion, taken from her own Mouth, of what 
happened to her from the Death of La Serre 
to her Eſcape into England; together with 
Mr. L——e's Narrative of her preſent deplo- 
rable Condition in a private Mad-houſe in 
Lancaſhire. he 
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